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As tllis spt:dal issul' of R11dical History Review confirms. interest ill transnational 

approaches hi history now rl;aches from tlw rnosl radical to the rnosl ortl1odox 

branches of thl' profession. I My historical training has been entirely on tile cusp ancl 

in the hevdav of this mow1rn:•nt; these lenses have filtered all my reading in the lit­

l'ratun· of mv field, racl' in the ,\11wricas. In such a light, the ficlcl reveals the rclath·t · 

weight of some of th<· methods m·aibhlc to world and transnational historians. Even 

thl' sardim:-packcd snbfielcl of cornparativc work on race in ti!(' Cnitcd States ,lllcl 
LlraziL 111y fm·11s, has somc:thing new lo teach i11 this pcrspc·cti\'(•, \lot about Brazil or 

thP l'nikd StatPs. l1m\'PVt~r, nor ahont "racp," national charactn. the relationship of 

rncial comL·iousncss to racisin, or most oft he other conclusions comparative scl1olars 

liaw pulled frrnn their work lmtead, liecanse the themT drivillg tlie so-called 

transnational turn shows us a new way of t1ndcrstanding lhc relationship between 

co111parison and the process of snhject-fonnation, it helps question the rwutralitv of 

comparison as method. 

This essay attributes the transnational turn to anti- and pustcolonial scholar­

ship and argt1cs that this hody of thought contains an implicit critique of crnnpara­

ti\ t' 1rwtl1ocl.2 111 the first of'two parts, the article considers the underpinnings oftlie 

tra11s11ational tllrn and its conscqH('llC<'S fm umlcrstanding sllhjcct-fmrnation and, 

tlicTc0 fon·. c0111parative n1l'thod. It reflc:cts 011 tlic lessons anti- and postcolonial 

scl1olarship t'all offer co111p,trati\'ists Fro111 Frnntz Fanon to Etlwanl Said to Elsa 

H(i(licril I Ji,:;/on1 Hn h'll 
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Barkk:\' Brown. a11ti- and postcolonial intellectuals compel attention to the trans11a­

lional and caiilion against comparisons. The second part of the essay applies thC'ir 

cautions, moving to the historical literature. Taking historiography as narrative. this 

section selects a lian<lful of authors from the great number of scholars who ha\·e inlcr­

PStc'd tlwmsPlws i11 comparisons of the' Unikd Statt's and Brazil, pn:'Sc'Hting tlwrn as 

active a~cnls in ti 1e construction of' race and of' notions of' national character. It follows 
ti H' wa\·, in which tlw fi(·ld of contparatiw history l1as ht'c'll sliapt-:d by mertlv politi­

cal c:on11x1riso11s that l1a\ c helped produce the very notions. s11bjccts. ancl f)XJX'ri<'nccs 

of' n,ttiunal di1Tcn::11cc-that i11 tnrn attr,td further culll\lill'atiq~ study. s Acade1nic co111-

parisons hdp rnaLe race. ,md tlwv should lw treated lw histori,rns of ideas and of 
racial construction not as n1ethodologic,ll models but as subjects in tl1eir own right'. 

Since I argUL: iu favor of a particular stripe of transnatio11al history, I will offor 

a workillg definition, understanding that conceptions of transnational history vary. 

.\-ly sense is tL1t tl1c term was coincLl to distinguish this field from international his­

tory, the study oC nation-stales interacting as such. Transnational history exarnines 

units that spill over and SCl'P through national l,ordl'rs, units both greater and 

smalln titan tlw nation-state. International mcHkls have guided diplorn,ttic liistorv, 

military history, and relater! fields: their state focus prows less compelling for histo­

rians of 1101H'litC' :rnhjccls, wliicl1 in part explains thC' c.•mhrnce of transnational 

llH'l hrnl by social anLl cultural historians. Transnational history docs not simply cover 

n 1orc g1·011nd; it is no( equivalent to world history-world historians, like everybody 

els,->, 1n11st still d1oosP lwtween transnational and international apprnaclws. lndn·d, 
sotrlc adepts of transnational method treat phenomena that fall within a single sd 

of national borders. rc'\'Paling tlw tract-'S of tlw global i11 the local. Pnhaps the cmt, of 

transnational history is the challenge it poses lo the hcnncncntic prccmineuce of 

11ations. \Vitlio11t losing sight oftlw ''potent foret'.s" nations lia\·e l>f'crnttt', it mHlt-1·­

sLrnds them as "f'rngile. constrnl'le<L imagined "4 TLrnsnational historv tr<'ats th<' 

nation as rnw ,u11011g a range of social plieno111ena to be studied, rather than tlw 

franH· c,l' th1) st11dv itsdf. 
\\'hy trnnsrutiomt! history? \Vil\· umv? Observers or the transnational turn in 

l1istory often understand the popularity of global perspcctin:s as the outcome of 
recent-say, postwar--phenornena, grouped under the rubric of glohali::.r1tio11. 

That term, howcn:r, llcscrihcs a set of conditions of varying vintages. Granting it 

"11c.w1H:ss" and agency forgets the global cncotmters that have long driv('n grand 
social a11d political forces. It is not so-callC'd glohalizatio11, !mt tit<' mobility and rcsis­

Ltm·c· occasionC'd h\' colonialism, as translated by anticolonial ,md postcolond inll'l­

!C'ctuals, tl1at hav(' lit the l1otkst firC'S in the t:11gi11cs dri\ing the transnational turn.' 

Prutae:unists of' the "inn 11enscly complicatcd talc of' glohal lransl<mnatiun :rnd 

strngglt·" ,1gainst ('olonialis111 and racism in a sPnsc~ co11ld do no less/' 'J\n"ntil'th-cPn­

tun· anlicolonial rnovc111ents relied on and discovered webs or resistance rnovc111c11ts 



w()rldwidc. The, laid hare aspects ofthl' rl'latio11sl1ip lictwcc11 colollv an<l rnctropok 

1mdncstirnat<·d hy nwtropolitan ohs<'rvcrs, na111cly, their intcrdcpcndl'ncl'. \fany 

colonial intclll,dnals livl'cl or traveled i11 rnultipl<' peripheral places and spent long 

stints in first world centers for education or work, and subjects of' internal culonial­

is111 livt-, foll-timtc in the belly of the whale. A11ticolo11ial scholars havt~ t·oirw face to 

face with a range of' transnational interconnections, including the deep marks colo­

nialisn1 intlictt'd in tl1e 11wtropole, ,md tlwy lw,·t, t''-posed the history of tliose 

connections., 

Anti- and postcolonial i11tellectuals' insights 011 subject-fonnation reflect such 

experiences. Encounters across the Atlantic catalvzed Frantz Fanon·s acute under­

sta11ding or tl1e psychological interdependence or subjects, whether rnetropolitan 

and col()nial or wl1itl' :111d lilack. 8 Fanon umll'rstood that "to c:-.ist is to he called into 

IH·ing in relation to a11 olhenwss, .. in I lo111i Bliabha's gloss.'J Bliablm may pull Fanou 

closer to Frcnd1 psvchoanahtic theorist Jacques Lacan's disc11ssirn1 of the selfs 

forrnalion in relation to others. hut that apprn:,;irnation lo a Eurnpc,an theoretical 

tradition llHJves him JHJ fi11thcr from the strngglc against colonialisin. For Frend 1 

poststruduralism also developed amid manifestations of anticolonialisrn in that 

rnctropolc in the: 1950s and 1960s, and it is stamped by that intt·llectnal trndition. 1(1 

As Chela Sandoval argues, Holand Barthes ohscrved (and snffr·rcd) tlw effects "of' 

colonial psychology as it is effected i11 dominant c<msciousw·ss [ revealing] the hor­

rif)'ing effects of' racism aHd colonialism on the perpetrators thLilllsckcs." 11 Foucault's 

insights on pom,>r as a fl 11id rPlation, depn1dent rn1 the participation of tlie s11honli­

natcd, bear the mark ol those struggles brought inescapably honw, ,ts in Paris, 

1968. 12 

Hcbt<'cl expcri<'nccs underlie the immensely fruilfol tlworizations fornrn­

lated by historians ol' African Alllerican wornen such as Evelyn Brooks lliggin­

botham and Elsa Barkley Brown. Rooted in transnationally connected traditions of 
struggle against internal colonialism in the United States, they conceptualize identity 

as a fluid rdation across lll 11ltiplc interacting planes. l:l That is, categories sud1 as race 

and gPnder tah, on meaning iu tandern ,,ith t'acl1 othPr !so that 110 abstraction, such 

as '\,·0111an"' or "hbck,"· can l1avc any sod,1! salir·ncl'), and also in contrast with their 

opposil<·s or others. Sucl1 a rnodel reflects lived lwterog<~ncity and ,1d,1ptahility to 

social co111t:,;t far 1110n: accurately t!t,111 notions of fixed or co1tstant identit\'. It posits 

social d<'fi11itiot1 a~ a hrn111dan·-s<'lting process tl1,1l tics id(·ntity L'ategori<'s togetlwr 

in tht' spl'cular play of subject-formation fa111iliar to scholars in rnany fields. 

Historians intl'rcsted in comparative methods haw· much to gain from the 

insigl1t that subjects form in relation, for defining a self in contrast to (an) othcr(s) 

is essentially an ad of comparison. Comparison is the process of relational sclf­

definition. This is as true for the formation of geopolitical entities as for indi,·idnal 

subjects. The nation, like the self', c'nwrges in relation to others. 



Seigel I Comparative Method after the Transnational Turn 65 

Historians today who have integrated postcolonial insights into their transna­

tional pcrspt·ctin~s enjoy a sharp grasp of the intcrdqwndcncc of global agents. 

Fr<'dcrick Cooper and Ann Lanra Stokr note hmv inextricable Europe was from its 

"'imperial projects." pointing out the dependence of those projects on "conflicts 

,,itlii11 Emope itsplf."11 CPdric Hobinson :rnd Hobin D. C. Kc,l!Py link "the imeution 

of' tl1e ncgrn•· with "the fabrication of' Europe,'' following E<h-rnrcl Said's con1pclli11g 

1-C\'('lation that Europe's ··study of and ro111a11ct-' with 'tlw E,1sf was pri111arily ahout 

cu11slrncli11g the Occiclcmt." 1~ Scholars working along these lines render faithfully the 

t>\pcriem'lcS o!' people for whom transcending national boundaries has been the 

norm rather than the exception. or whose experiences of mobility have hecn partic­

u larl:,' acute. The benefits to historical scl1olarsl1ip include clear visions of connec­

tions over the cncumhrnnccs of borders, of heterogeneity within sceminglv mo110-

litl1ic grnnps, and of' the multivalent conversations all(! negotiations in anv hurn:ut 

interaction, (•n:11 those distorted l>y gross inccp1alities.1c; 

These dc;velopmenls an" putting cornparativ(' scholarship on the dc•fi0 nsin,. 

for most crn11parisrn1s arc rcsolutdv nation hmu1d. Cornparatin: liistory tends to lw 

111t<·1·natirn1,1I, 1101 transnational, historv. Corrcspondinglv. historians han• l)('g11n lo 

doubt its potency as panacea for th<' profession's prn,·incialistn. Comp;irisori's cxtro­

n:rted fo('11s m:iy have prm~<,d a us<·l'ul challenge to a certain ethnocentrism al one 

point. hut. as Ian "l}rrcll ohsnvcs. even comparisons launched as dissent still sen cd 

thl' cold war state in the era of consensus history an<l foJ American c\ceptiunalism. 1~ 

''The critical abst;ncc has not been comparative and i11t<~rnational p<~rspt>ctivt'.S them­

selves," Tvrrcll remarks. '·but rather the failure of' cornparatin· history to transcend 

tfw hrnmdaries of natio11alist historiography.'' In agn·e111p11t. Fn•dt-"rick Coopn 

d1argcs comparative history \\rilh obscuring far more complex, productive, and inter­

esting tales 1mco1\ filled by national borders. 1~ 

Critiques such as th(;sc help historians refine a method ill adapted to the 

trnnsnatio11al turn. Cornpariso11 req11ircs the observer to 11arne two or ntorc units 

\\'hos,'. sirnibritics and diffcrcnct'., she or he will tl1cn descril,c. This sdup discom­

ages attention to exchange bel\.veen the two, the very exchange postcolonial insight 

1mdNstands as tlw stuff of subject-formation. F'o11eault's insights illto power suggest 

that a view of t,,·o parallel objects th,1t never nwet proves inadequate lo the explica­

tion of this dyna111ic rdation. Comparisons obsc11rc the workings of power 

AlH1V<· ,ill, setting up parallel objects for study ohscmcs the <,x('liangt' f(JS·· 

tnt:d by ctm1parisons tlwrnsclv('S. Tlw suggestion that studv 111ight shapl' or C\ <'11 

<Tt·atc· its ow11 data is l1idden hy tlH' (h effect ("pay no attention to thl' 111a11 lwliind 

tlH· c11rtai11'') ofsclwbrl~· clai111s to scientific ohjecti,·ity Tlws,· are claints cornpar­

at1,c st11dv sh,ircs with most other traditional academic methods. But could com­

parisons avoid h<-'ing active participants in social procpsses when the people who 

nrnkc them are? Cotnparnlivists join cultural or social units whose material rela-
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tin11 to cad1 otlwr im olvcs partic1t!ar social <h-namics. They write in dialog11<' with 

popnlar and academic c011vcrsatiuns and reflect their positions in the rangC' of" net­

works cnnwsliing any individual in cnltmc and society. In this they an· 110 differ­

ent from their colleagues in any other field. Ideas and methods, those of' cornpar­

iso11 or any otl1Pr, carry 110 prPdetPrminPd val11P in tlw abstract. Yet tlw academy 

and intellectual production to academics' great benefit lrnvc never existed in 

the ahstract. 

Cornparcrs of racial systems plant thc·ir social positions deeply in the work 

the) produce. liir the\ nmst engage parlicuhrly i11ti1nately ,vith tl1eir sonrl·e mate­

rial. Tlwv arc <:,1llccl on to mediate between ,md among nmltiple divergent. overlap­

ping S\'lllbolic S\stellls: cnltmal, li11g11istic. and rncial. All three ol' tl1ese systt'l!IS are 

drnrad<"rizt•d bv vawning gaps lwtwcen sip1 and signified. Cultmal svstcrns, ind1td­

ing those that regulate social categories such as ntU\, havP this in cornrno11 with lan­

g1tagc: tlwy fix signs arhitrarily-tho11gl1 in de<'ply 1natcrial, socially and historicall) 

embedded ways~ to their signifieds. 1\J Thos(• who attempt to bridge those systems 

arc called corn para ti\ ists. or translators, or hoth. 20 They take on twice the cvcry<tay 

burden of' skirting the abyss lwtwccu languagc and meaning. After all, if' there· is no 

exact cq1iation between sign aml signified in one place, there is even less hope for 

pl'rf<·l'l c·q11i,·al<'llC<' wh<'n trying to rl·ccmcik two-or rnon', if the 1wopl<' involn'.d 

spc·ak ditforcnt lang11ages. arn\ rnon· again if the observer stands ,1t another historical 

,·a11tac!:l' point. si1ll:c racial schc111as change over lirnc cvc11 in a single place (the past 

lwi11g \'Pt anothPr coimtn·). A cornparativP historian working to rPcrmcile two or 

11101-c lang11agf's. places. and periods faces a labor of mediation daunting to behold . 

.\lisplaced rnodesty underlies the assurnption that such labor is not pr{)(lm·­

tive. It may not do the work its author wishes it wcmlc\, bul, as phvsics co11nscls, 

energy is never expc"nded without effect. ·'Are tl1e facts ahout tl1e object of stud} 

neutral givens. or are they produced by interaction between the investigator ancl the 

object'~" wo11ders translation theorist Lydia Liu. Poststrncturalist-influe11ccd readers 

will ag1n: with Liu tl1at studv iu part l >rmlnc<'S its O\\'ll ·'raw" material; for tl1eSl' 

scholars, ''th<" cornparatist's task is then to be redefined as tlw exploration of' inter­

actio11s. which is far more i11tcresting than tlw cvalnatirn1 of similarities a11d diffrr-­

erwcs:'21 Elevating connections over contrasts, Liu sights comparison squarely in the 

postcolonial nosshairs of the transnational tnrn. 

All this suggests that scholars interested in transnational approaches should 

consider cross-national comparison as subject rather tha11 mcthod.c 2 After all. corn-

11arisons arc both a site and a motor of transnational exchange. They (·ntail rnoYc­

uicnt over varions sorts of borders. Comparisons pnl\ together tl 1c brnlies cornp,ircd, 

rhetorically; they pluck indi\·iduals front originating locations and sd the111 down in 

foreign fields: they, force schohrs to al>sorh foreign languages and histories; they ask 

rcmlcrs to join in their transnational gazing. They apply 111cthocls of analysis lo con-
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texts other than the ones in which thcv were dcw:lopcd: tl1c rnctlHHls change, a11d 

liit'n take th<'ir new sch-cs "home." 

Tliis lwconws abundantly dear in comparisons of' the United Stat<'s and 

Brazil. Scholars comparing these lwo co11ntrics have f'acilitatcd the circulation of 

1wople, id,~as, and c11lt11ral f<Jl'111s, creatt'd tra11s11atio11al networks. and participated 

i11 the construction of' social categories signally. race, since race has been their 

m'crwlwl111i11g focus. Tlw cornparisou of met' i11 these two nation-states constitutes 

one of the richest veins of comparative history available. According to one observer, 

Brazil and tl1e Unitt'd State's are drawn into comparison 111ore often than any other 

pair in writing on "racial relations·' in the twentieth centmv.2' 3 The n,ry density of 

this tradition was a red {fag pointing 111e to wonder at tl1e broad endeavor. \Vl1at l1as 

prompted so nmnv students of race in tlll' l;nitcd States or Brazil to reach for each 

othn:" 21 

The a11S1n'rs lta\ c to do. I will s11ggcst in tlic next Sl'dion. with thl' notions of 

national racial c·haracters that crnnparisons have generated by juxtaposing these two 

cot111trics: the United States as a place of oYert racis111 and a stark, dichotomous racial 

s,stcrn, and Brazil as a site of subtle. gradated rnultiplicitv. These portrayals have 

retainer! their general contours despite shifting views of their meanings and value, 

and despite long-standing evidence that these clrnractcrizalions prove far loo simple. 

Tlicy have become ardwt~·pal, anchoring pmverfol discursive fields and treasured 

political projects. Students of race in Brazil who are "comparing it illlplicitly or 

explicit],, with what is happening elsewhere . . tend . . to lw nsing Brazil as ,m 

object lcsso11 rnthn than ,ts an object of analysis," observes a longtime practitiollcr of 

Br;1zilia11 histon, l., Onnparisons liavt 0 provided tools \\'ith \\'l1icl1 to illtl'rw•TJ(• in 

ddiall's m·n th(' scopl' ancl conlcni of racial caic·goril's. 1rnliunal iclcntih, aud stale 

polic\ rcc;,mlillg hotli,2h 

l\ot tlwt comparisons support any single political position-far l'rom it Yet 

there is one arena of collaboration even among sworn opponents: all participate in 

thl' construction of the categories they set out to study, race and national tlifforence, 

awl in linkiIJg the two to ead1 other. Con1parntive history imposes the f'rnrnes of 

these assmnptions on the results of its investigations, as comparison proponent 

George Frederickson discloses: "For most historians and social scientists, cornpara­

ti\c history is a way of isolating the critical factors or inclcpcndcnt variables that 

account for national difl<·n·nccs." 27 Shot1ld we be surprised that comparisons n:if\ 

tl1C' 1111its they plac(' at both starting and eml points? 

Elevated lo those twin 1waks of' irrcprnachahilily, cornrnon sense and scien­

tific method ("hypotl1csis-tcsting," i11 \\'illiam Scwcll's classic tcr111), comparison has 

c\plicitly and inadYC:rlcntly generated a mrnncntous legacy of"knowledgc" about the 

Cnit(,d Stat,es and Brazil's rPspt'c:tive racial systems and national charactns.2~ C:nrn­

parnlivists disregard lhc productive transnational exchange in which they arc 
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im oh <'d, c\·c11 as they li11ttrcss tl1C' logic of tl1cir arg11111cnts bv passing their ti11dings 

hack and f<>rth on~r the Equator, bowing to tht· authority of' caeh other's ex1wrienl'e 

to lend tlil'ir shared conclusions gr<'atcr weight. 

To follow some of' these cxehanges, this essay now turns tu its second portion. 

I liglilighting a rnodPst liistoriographic slice of comparatiw approadws to LlCt' in tliP 

United States and Brazil, it traces the transnational exchange that this comparison 

rested on, and fed, and comparers' acth'e roles in processr-;s tlwy liopPd 111tcrt--'lv to 

1 mdcrstancl. 

111 the first decadt-'s of'tl1" h,e11tieth centnry, l\ortl1 Atlantic cDl011ial administrators 

with :rntl1rot1ological aspiratinns 1wn· fascinated with Brazil. Their thinking n11·rged 

two di~uut'tricallv opposed lines of predecessors equally obsesst'd with ti 1at country: 

ciglitcl'nth- and nineteenth-century aholitionists, with tlicir positive readings of tlw 

harmony ol' Brazilian racial relations during Brazilian slavery; and nineteenth- and 

early twentieth-century eugenicist racial ''scientists" who heapctl disd,tin on Brazil's 

supposedly unchcch:d rnisct·µ;<-nation.29 Standing at the junction of tlit·St'. two tradi­

tions\\ as the Britisl1 libf'ral statesman Jami's Bryce who p11hlishcd an account of his 

tr:m:ls to Brazil on the eve of'\Vorld \Var I. 

Bryce was favorably impressed with the harmony he concl11dcd reigned 

a111onc; the races in Brazil, in contrast to the North Atlantic ·'Europe and North 

Anwrica." Bn-c·e·s positive view of Brazilian racial harmony rested on prior compar­

isons and well-worn images cl the particular tolerance ol' the Po1iu_g11l'sc imperial 

(latl-'r Brazilian 11ational) diaractPL long tht'. bases of a defense of Brazilian sbvNy 

as comparalivclv rnilclcr than other American slave systcms.'' 1' To that mainstay of 

nineteentl1-century abolitionisnt, Brvce added the tends of racial "science.'' I !is 

lwlicd' in Anglo-Saxon s1Jperiority and his observation of Brazilian ·'miscegenation" 

n1ade hilll ,,01-rv that "tlte white part of the Brazilian nation-and it is 011h tltat part 

tliat lll't'.d b(· umsidvred-scl'll!S altogdhcr too s,nall Cor tltc tasks wltich tl1(' pos­

s<'-'ssion of' this co11ntrv in1poses."\l Brvce did find a small trade-off in th,· supposed 

1Jhi1p1il\ of nrnico<'rl'ive i11t<'rL1cial sex, a11 idea tl1at gn·atly appcakd to lii111. Inas­

rn11ch as Bryce's portrait of Brazil was also a d(-'fonsf-' of a certain set of priorities i'cJr 
gov('rnancc of,, E11ropc and :\fortl1 America," hoth domestically and in its colonies, 

it was a brick in the edifice ol' the power fol discursiw• Geld undt•rlying the exercise of' 

colonial power. Bryce's comparison rcsc111blcd those Stoler inclicts, "itself part of 

colonial projl'.cts that also scrn·d to sccun:· relations ofpowc·r.":i" 

Bryce's tc•ars inforiatcd his Brazilian hosts, although the:-,' often shared them 

in private. \[odcrnizing ditcs hated the view of' Brazil as a sensual, disc1sc-riddcn, 

tropical hackwater, and thev fought it in everv available \'Pl111P. Brvce partic-1ilarly 

olfr11df'd politicia11 Cillwrto Amado. who \\',lS still f'tuui11;c: forl\ VC'ars latn. ln the 
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intcrw·ning years, Amado opposed black and Chinese immigration into Brazil, sup­

port<,<! a monumcnl lo the iconic Black Mother of slavery times to honor "appropri­

ate'' Afro-Brazilian contributions to the nation, and embraced ··whitening:' Brazil­

ians· patriotic revision of North Atlantic "scicnti ric" racism." \Vhilcning's advocatl's 

celehratcd tlw progn,ssive loss of tli(; African presenn~. crediting European inu11i­

grntion and thl' racial mixture prmnptecl by Brazil's f\unous lack of racisnL Crilil's 

k11·(' ably noted the contradictions hetwPt~n wl iitf-'11ing's lip service to rncial tolenutct• 

and its clccplv racist logic_:q 

Antado and his fellow politicians· desires tu wl1iten Brazil ,rnd to 111om1111en­

talize a particular nwmory of racial relations deepened in response to the insult dealt 

by Bryce and the broad context of sirnilar North Atlantic disdain. i:; Cornparisons gal­

rnniz(·d thern to live by a tenet (whitening) that w,ts in itself a comparison. As 

Tl1ot11as Skidmore noted in l1is now classic study ol' Brazilian racial thought colll­

parisons arc 11hicp1itous in the rhetoric mohiliz('(I to l'xplain and j11stih tlic tl1cory of 

whitening and its pnhlic policics.:lh \\'hitening as a hypothesis crcatcd ,rnd corrnnu-

11icatcd its meaning in comparison, especially in comparison to tl1c United States. 

pmvc·1-f'1t!lv shaping BLt,.ilian raci:tl politics and national ilkntit,·. 

Like Brn'l'. Brilisl1 students of Brazil and other supposedly pcripl l{'ral plac{'S 
derivvd cond11sions to snpport their govcrnnH:nt's patnnalisl colonialism. The pos­

ture the Britisli administrator of Africa, Sir Ilarry Johnston, took in The Backtcard 

Peoples ancl Our Helations ti:ith Them ( 1920) also roughly equaled the stance the 

Unitf-'d States had rt-cently assumed in its affairs in the Caribbean and the Pacific, 

and it ,vas in this political climate that N01th American observers in significant num­

hers btegau to coutelllplate Brazil.: 37 Frorn the turn of thP ccut11ry until \York! \Var I. 

the Cuilccl Stales stepped into several pairs of British shoes, hccor11ing both an 

i11qwrial pmn,r and the dorninant co11rn1ercial trading partner in the AmtTicas.:l·' It 

also l>eg,u1 to figure ,1s the principal point of' comparison to Brazil-a cleveloprnenl 

dissilllilar i11 scale. \'t:t still related. 

Johnston crnT<'spondl'cl amicably witli Tlwmlorl' Roosc1-elt, ,vith whom h(' 

slian,d IW\llV sensibilities. Like tlw British colonial aclrninistrator, the T\orth Anwri­

can champion of eugenics and tigl1t control of tllC US. colonies harhor('d a )7l'll for 

trnvt>I. Roosevelt, too, would soon enjoy happy adventures in Brazil. Ile traipsed 

"thruugh the Brazilian wilderness" arn l more of South America in 191:3 and published 

several accounts of his voyage. Dislrihuting a genre of Amazonian exoticism not 

uni<pw to I iirn. Roosevelt rep01tccl on the conntkss shades of "fair" and "ucgro" peo­

ple II(' fo1md li,·ing togdhn throughout the Amazonian interior, where "!lie fusion of 

tlw colors was going on skadily.''l>) 

Housc\clt relied on a Brazilian "statesman, hirnsclf' of· rrnrc white blood" (as 

\\ere thl, 111,1joritv of tl1os,c occup,ing high soci.tl positions, lw reass11recl l1is readPrs). 

lo vl,ntriloquizt• the contrast between Brnzil's rqiroductiH' confusion and Hoosen,Jt's 
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belowd, eugenically tidv home. Through that ·'statesman," Roosevelt allow<'d liirnsclf 

lo express positin• views of racial mixing quite surprising for such a fan of l:11gl:nics 

as he. \Vhilc Brazilians wvrc becoming nniforrn ly white, this deep throat \I arn('(L in 

the Cnited Staks, ·'nc_grocs·· remained a '·menacing clement in your eivilizalion."·IO 

Roosewlt's Brazilian informant rnigl1t \'Pl'\' well haw !wen Manoel de 

01ivcirn Lima, cssavist ,rnd historian. former govcrnrnc,nl minister and attach{> at 

(
0 111hassit•s in Bt0 rli11, Lornlrn1, and \Vashington, DC, frit·ll(l of'tlw liistorian of'Bra:,:il 

Pncy :\fartin ancl the young Gilberto Frcyrv. 11 As earl;· as 1K99, Oliveira Lima liad 

co111part'd tlw Ullited States and Brazil, finding the "pruble111 uf tht' races·· in the 

United States grossly \\'orse and explaining the contrast as a result of the rclati\'C: 

mildness of Brazilian sbvery. 12 111 Tlte Ernlulion of Bra:;i/ Conq)(fn:cl with That of 
S1ianish //lid 1\nf!_ln-Saxo11 America ( 1914), Olivcirn Lima reiterated the United 

St,,tes-Brazil co11trast for his English-speakiug audience. IIere is tlie passage so res­

onant of Hoosevdt's '\tates111an"': 

Imk('d_ in ,·011r country, which is in so 111,111v ways th<> 111ost prngr('ssi1·<· in 

tlH' ,rnrld. and tlw Oil(' i 11 "l ,icl, the gn:at<:st progr('SS k1s ,1lr<',uh· !wen rnad" 

toward thf' rcg1tlatirn1 or dhil'al pn1ble111s. this raci,tl question (·ontirnws 

pn:ssi11g. Yd we o!' Latin A111(·ricct kll'l' already settled tl1is s,un<' pr"hk•111. 

h,· fusion . . in ,, hid1 the inlt"rior elements will slw1ih disappe,n. Tl111s. when 

u111lattoes and hall' castes shall no longt>r ,,xist among us, ... rem will lw 
threatened will1 preser, ing indefinitely within yom confines irreducible 

populations. or ... hostile sentiments. 

I will not sav that the general tone of your culture has not gained hy tliis 

aloofness of the rncc·s, b\' the consequent inlt'grity of the purity of the white 

rac<' which has contrilnit<•d so greatly to the present superiority of your 

C'i1ilizatio11; \mt t!tc rl1;11011111r:11t brought ahnut hy love is always prcfrrahle to 

that \\liich is tlt(• n:,11lt ofliatv_-1:l 

.\s good patri<,ts, Oli,·eir,1 Lima and Ro<>Sell'lt hotl1 prnft>sSt'd to pn--,fr:r their m,·11 

nation's solution sli_ghll) slower "progress" but less racial conflict in Brazil, and 

111ore of both i11 the linited States. Despite the national opposition they ce11tered, 

lmth positions agreed that whiteness ancl progress wenl hand in hand: 14 This gener­

ative exchange constitutes a cl1apter in the constructio11 of a wliite11ess that 1 neant 

diffcn:nt things in dilforcnt places. 

The above was far frmn the last appearance of' this particular juxtaposition. 

From thl' anony1110ns Brazilian's 111011th to Roos1:\dt's pC'n, th(' passagc douhlcd hack 

lo Bmzil. where a Hio de Janeiro daily, the C:1)1'rcio da Mmtfu"i. translated and rqrnb­

lislwd it oil its front page. drawing t!tc two nations fiirthcr into the intimacy of their 

co11111,uisrn1.•lS For Correio da ;\-la11lll7 readers, tl1e lesson was clear: tlwir n;ttio11 

co11lcl earn recognition and kttdos from the citizens of the fastest-rising star i II the 



Seigel I Comparative Method after the Transnational Turn 71 

lwniispl1crc h,· emphasizing their peaceful racial relations and cn:r-increasing wl1itc­

m·ss. \Jortl1 Anwrican fans of Hooscn,lt's adventure tales learned from tlw111 tliat 

rncial conflict it! lwrnt' was nnfortnnate but inevitable, given their nation's c.\ccp­

liu11a1 pace of ,grmvtl1. The contrast hclwecn racial 11annonv in Brazil and purit\· in 

tlie Lnited States helptcd explain and dtcfend Pxceptionalis111s on both sidPs: C.S. civ­

ilizaliori_ modernity, industry. prnctica1ity, and progress. and Brazilian cordia1ity, 

sl1ortsightedness, SP11s11alitv, passivity. cl1aos. and thtc massps' need for discipline. 

Brazil United Slates comparisons served to prove Jim Crow segregation appropri­

ate and necessary in \Jorth American contexts, and to validate proposals kH' tl1e 

whitening of Brazil. 

I ,ike a11v otl1er 111etaphor, however, comparisons are ernpty vessels, waiting 

for readers to endow them with meaning. Some critics crnhraced tliis crnr11iariso11 for 

pmposes elite obsen(-rs did not i11tend. Cornparisons or Brazil a11d the U11ikd States 

d,•1 otcd to 111ai1tLli11i11g tlic ral'ial liicrarcl1ics of tlw status <p10 dasl1ed and 11wsli1:d 

1\'ith co1tqJari,ons !iv Ai'rican Arnecril'an and other antiracist observers inlL'nded to 

tli,nipt tl1c·111. Hrn,sL'\·,,lfs dai111, Lirculati11g widch i11 the United States. appt:arc,l 

frt'<pll'ntlv in tlH' African American scl1(llarly and popular prcss.•Hi Tl1cw it \\as 

otli:rccl to cliallc11gc the notions of racial hierarchy that Roosevelt and Oliveira Lima 

intended it to uphold. 

Stepping into the fray in 1914, \V E. B. Du Bois interrupted the happy trad­

i 11_g ur cornplirnents hct1veen Roosevelt and his unnamed Brazilian colleague. 

Hc:printing the same text also selected by the Corrcio r/11 .\1rmhr7, Du Bois challenged 

Hooscvclt's insut'ficicnt recognition of' Brnzi1's racial equity. Hoosc\e1t's ·'tirniditv" 

distort<'d tlw facts, Du Bois cliarg,,d; Hoost>vPlt liPd in claiming that Brnzilia11s 

regarded '·tlw \Jcgro de111e11l in their hloocl as ·a slight weakening."' ln fact, claimed 

Du Bois. Brazilians tt,Jt no rel11ct,u1cp at all to <a111hracp the Afro-descP11<lPd ,l11101tg 

them, showing C.S. conclilions to he needlessly se\me. 4~ 

A vear af'ter publicly correcting Rooseve1t, Du Bois turned to Jarnes Bryce. 

champio11 cif 1\11glo-Saxo11 suprcm,tev. For his 191:'j opus The Ncg,ro, Dn Bois pullL:d 

a rosy picture from Brvct''s book: Brazil was the ouly couutrv besides the other Por­

tug11csc colonies ·'in which the fosion of thl' European and the African races is pro­

ceeding unch<'cked by law or custorn. The doctrines or lmrnan equality and human 

s(J1idaritv haH' l1crc their perli:.•ct work."J\ Quoting accmatcly bnt sclccti1cl), Du 

Bois rnovcd l1is liottrnn lim· a good dista1tc(• from whc·1c· Brvct· had sd it. 

\\'orking to contro1 tl1e 111ca11ing of the Cnitcd States-Brazil comparison, Du 

Bois 11s,·d his position as editor of the Crisis. the mgan of the :\at ion al A.ssodation 

for tlw AtlvaHccn1<•nt of Colored People (NAACP). to distribute liis own and others' 

work. The year The r,:cgro appeared, Cdsis readers were treated to R \V. Mergu­

snn's ·'Clirnpses of Brazil,"10 an informative travelogue focused on regional racial 

variation and mixture and the cordiality with which the author was received. Fo1-
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lm1ing the prevailing antiracist logic. Mcrguson invoked Brazilian racial harmony to 

accentuate tl1e !lt'edlcss excTsses of GS. racial strife. The Crisis would also shortly 

publish a celebration of the life of Afro-Brazilian abolitionist Jose do Patrocinio, 

protesting the impossibility ol' sinlilar national recognition f'ur distinguished African 

A1rwrica11s.-00 

Du Bois's role in the NAACP also wickncd the reach ol' his version of the 

llnited Statt-'s-Brazil comparison. Hoy :\'ash, a frit'TH l of Du Bois and his colleague in 

lhc NAACP, helped rn1l with his 19:26 The Conquest of Brazi[.,l Nash's hook WclS 

widdy read inside and outside tlte academy by a reading public both black and 

white. and by Brazilian as well as U.S. audiences. uspecia!IY after its translation into 

Portuguese in 1939.3" Nash rehearsed tl1e dichotorny between Latin mingling a11d 

U.S. ustracism, imposing a Luniliar pair of rosy comparati\'(· lcnscs: ·'Brazil's wdcrnnc 

ol' her :\legro slaves iuto the ran ks of freemen has in one ge1wratioll becoll\e siucere, 

cornpktc, a11d \111(!1Jalifi(•d,'' he entl1uscd, dcno11nci11g lynching a11d white hatred of 

bbcks in the Unilvd St<ltes. "Brazil is tlw one country in tlw \\orld \\'lwre fusion of' 

Emupcans and Africans is goi11g 011 1111chcckcd bv la\\' or c\lsto111. ~fore titan in any 

oth<'r place in the world, rcadmixtun· ... is th<'rt' inj(:ding 11wani11g i11to tlw 'e/!,ol­

it<'' of Hcvolll!ionary Franc(' alld the 'hnman solidarity· of pliilosoph<'rs and class­

c·onsciulls proletarians."~"- If the passage sounds familiar, it shrn1ld- .\Jash w,ts <jl!Ot­

ing, paraphrased and without attrilmtion, Du Bois's 1915 citation of Bryce's 191:2 

lrn\·cloguc. This comparison\ sclf'-authorization is more than circular: it is a densely 

tangled knot. 

The ctrliculatc dissent of anti racist writers inf'usecl the discussion of United 

States-Brazil contrasts with innut:diacy, i11tert:sting t:ver more ohserw·rs in the com­

})cll'atiH~ l'JHkarnr One finds a smc sign of this scholarship's long reach in the rise it 

g<Jt 011t ohd1it( 0 supre!llacists. \\'li<J had long placl'd Brn,.il i11 gloh.1I l'o1t1paris011s to 

prove the ·'degeneration•· of miscegcnatC'cl societi,:s. Edward Byron Ht·uler, one such 

·•scholar'· ol' co111parativc civilizations, engaged African American thinkers dircctlv, 

citing t!JC' Cl1icago D,j::11dcr, Du Bois, aml otl1('J' popular and scholarly African 

i\nwricau sources.'H H.euter's response suggests that this comparison was an irnpor­

tant cno11gh tool in tlu · white supremacist battery to rally proponents to its defense, 

and tltal antirncists \vield<sd it skillfully. 

That white supremacists were able to engage antiracists in l ldiatc O\'Cr the 
crnnp,ll'ison of' the Unitccl States and Brazil reflects a shared projcct.,>.5 Both camps 

c:crn1parcrl cl<'grces ofpl1ysical racial mixture, positing the Unitcrl Statl•s and Brazil as 

op1msitC's. Altlirn1gh they inlt'nded this opposilion to advanc(' contrasting argu111('11ts, 

tlw, 11c,ci'ssarih shar('d its nndcrl)ing assnrnption: the idea of racial purity, c01T1(;r­

,tom: of' r,tcial cssc11!ialisrn. Anti racists of'tcn resisted engaging tlte notion ul' purity 

direc-tk. lrnt ,Ill\' discussion of mixture, even a celel,ratory one, assunws an originat­

ing purit;;. As \'ncna Stolekc reminds us, rnixture and purity differ only diachroni-
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cally: "Tl1c idea of miscegenation . . presupposes the prcviolls existence of distinct 

pop1ilatiuns.'·;r; Positioning U.S. purity and Brazilian mixture· at the furthest enc ls of 

the possible restricted the entire scale to an csscntializcd, biological definition of 
race. 

F11rtl1er, as imagined by tlwst' two gro11ps of cornparativists, the purity in 

q11cstion was limited to a single pair of expressions: blackness ancl ,vhite1wss. These 

\\·c,r,-, tl1c~ categori,-,s tlit> two nations appeared to share. ;\leithn anti racists nor white· 

supremacists who cmnparcd the United Stales and Brazil in this pcriocl tended lo 

note any catt--'gory lwyoncl black, white, and their 111i,ture. No lon,g:1:•r did white 

supremacists. for example. posit ''Anglo-Saxon·· p11rit.1· ,\Sa bulwark ,\gainst a cacoph­

om of' differences in tlie lhiitecl St.1tes, all melded rnultiply in Brazil. Instead, tlwy 
11s(•cl thl' comparison to discuss the place ofhlacknl'ss in each socictv. So tlid their 

antiracist opponents. :\bsent f'rorn Nasli's and Du Bois's discussions ol'"the hisiou of 

the E11ropcan and the African races" was the plmality that forn111la <;ould imply; 

gone was the indigenous clcrnent ol' Brazil's favorite foundational narrative; invisible 

\\ ere all the other non black 11onwhitc catc_gorics, i11dll(li11g migrants from Asia to 

hoth places and l'rom Latin America to th· linite·d States, and the "dingy" white· 

migrauts frorn sm1th(•astern Europe ,md the .\lidrllc) East then thron;..,ring to all th<' 

ArneTicas' Atlantic shon•s. lndc<'d, tl,e· t·rnnparison's inattc11tio11 to <'knl<'nls hc-ycmcl 

hlacL and whit<' was cn1c· ot' the reasons opponents ot' antililack racism and l'harnpi­

cms ufwhite S(lprc,nacvwcrc drnwn to it in the first place. 

The United StatPs-Brazil comparison tht>reforp constit(ltPd onp ol' tlw rf1t>tor­

ical gestures with which Korth Americans advanced a clichotornous view of' race 

after \\'orld \Var 1. ,l strnce e11gn1icist Lothrop Stoddard began to t,-,rn, ·'hi­

racialism."•07 Conceptions of race in general shifted from a broad, plmal racial schema 

tu one with a s11wller hamlfol of' categories, \\ith white and bbck the 111ust salient in 

the U.S. Northeast and South, ancl often extrapolated to the rest of the Cnitcd States. 

\\'hi le both pl11ral and dicl1oto111ous scl1cllla had coexisted thrcmghout tl,e nineteenth 

cc·nt111y and contimll'd to coexist, the latter lost grnuml in this period. The narrow­

ing w,\s a sign. first. ol' the eloquence a11cl delPn11irutio11 of African Arnerican rt>sis­

L111c·c·, and scco11cl, of the hi_gh material and ideological ·'wagl's of whitl'ncss" for 
immigrants and other groups who had previously been not quite whiteJ>S 

Participants i11 this i<lcological shift llill not speak with one \'Oicc, and many 

wer<' ambivalent. Du Bois, fcir example. in sotnt' ways saw thro11gh the comparison. 

llc point(•d 011t racial mixture in tl,c United States within the category hl11ck (Negro. 
tlit>n) as c·arly as 1911. drcamC'd early and oflt'n of anticolonial. anti racist coalitions of 

oppressed p<'oplc of color worldwirlc, arn1 would come to acknowledge Brazilian 

rnL·ism hv the carh 19 .. p.>s. far earlier tlian most. 3\J In the 19rns and early 1920s, how­

ever. lie \\'as i11terPsted in 11siug thP ilka of Brazil's freedorn from racism and alrnn­

chmt racial 111ixturc lo critique US. racism. ,rnd hl' did so powcrf11l1y. with cliaraclcr-
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istic cloqucncl' and fire. The pointed cornparatiYc argurncnts l 1c and others circu­

lated in African American academic and journalistic 011tlds hclpnl ad1\·ists mohilize 

the 011tr:igc and support that wonhl lead to profonnd changes in U.S. racial n·lations 

i11 tltc cenlmv's Liller lialC. This is one of' the ohvio11s ways people set the l;nitcd 

SLttl~s-Bra·1.il (·0111parison to sl1aping the lived expnience of race. Lt'.SS obvim1s :ll'e 

tlw \1a1s the co111parison k·d racial csscntialis111 and the dichotomous black-white 

sclwrna that rnm·ed to tlit' fore after \Vorld \\'ar I. 

Expecting 1920s thinkers to slcp far enough outside their ideological contexts 

to imagine alternatives to racial essentialism is unrealistic. Still, the lessons their posi­

tions can teach observers in the twenty-first cent11rv are w01th the while. Compar­

isons strndmed partially or explicitly as national serve to reif\· race by illlparting tl1e 

racial landscape tll('v dcscrih(' to the c•ntiw natio11. They decline to entl:rtain suspi­

cions ol' p,ll'tiality or of' dif'lere11cPs in racial schen1as in different regious and in rnral 

as opposed to 11rbal1 areas. The Brazil-United States co1Hpariso11 fit a national fralllc 

over its focus on black and while, spinning an obfoscatorv tah 0 ol' race and national 

character. 

Diclioto111ous \'icws of race narrmvcd the fie kl of' possibility in many wa\'s, 

but they nmsl'd a Hmvcring in another. \\'hat D11 Bois calll'd ·'rnc(' conscio11sncss'· 

,md othl'rs ha\·e termed ·'bhck nationalism'' \Vas in its pan-African. diasporic "global 

l'ision,'' as transnational as it was nationaJ.riO It cnwrgc,d ,vith particular intensity 

across an Atlantic of radical scholars focused on the 1\/'rican diaspora. Amnican, 

Caribbean, .\fric:rn, and Europc'an colonial ancl migrant intPllectuals rnovPd along 

transnational networks of' antirncist intellectual procl11ctio11 and struggle, trading 

sparks ,vith tl1e class all(l race radicalisn1s of the postwar pt·riod ,rnd tl,P ;2:Johal 

depression i,Bolslin ism, Canc,ism, p:rn-Africanisrn, and labor organization, among 

otl 1t•rs) 

Brazilian scholars participated folly in this conversation. By the 19;3os, a 

c:oliort of innovative Arro-Brazilianists was effecting a sea change in academic views 

of race. The views ofscl1olars such as Raymundo Nina Rodrigues aml Francisco Jose: 

de Oliveira Vianua, whose conclusions were so derogatory to Brazil, cPded to tlw cul­

tural anthropology and cultural history of s11clt scholarly heavywdgltts as Arthm 

lbmm, Manuel (..)uerino, Edgar Roq1wtte-Pinto. Edison Carneiro, ~'Llrio de 

Anclrallc. Cilhcrto Frcnc, and others who C:\altcll Bra:,:ilian culture in general and 

\·e11<c·rakil Al'ro-Brazilians in particular as worthy a11d valuable s11bjccts ol' stu<h-,ii1 

Tll('S<' \\ en' no solib1ry toilers, nor did tl1cy simplv work in "p,trallc,I" to l\'orth 

:\tlant ic schools of thought. Tht' postwar period's t hri\·ing networks of trnnsnalional 

cxcl1angc, hotl1 popular and seholarly, trnnsccndl:cl the strictures ofglohal incqnali­

lil's in language acquisition, puhlishing, and academic reputation. They ensured that 

Brazilian scholars folly participated in the scholarly procl11ction of work on tht' 

,\ frican diaspora in the Americas. 
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Cmnnrnnication arnong 0iortli American, Caribbean, ancl Brazilian scl1olars 

on th<' question of nation-based monographs on "thP l\'cgro" n·vcals this co111nH1nity 

in action. Th(' 19:39 stm ly of The :Vegro i11 Bra.:il bv medical anthropologist Arthm 

Harnos. a thonrnghh· transnational collaboration, scrn~s as the yuintcssc11tial cxa111-

pl(0. Harnos wrntt• that l1ook specifically for puhlicahou in English at tlw n"q1w.,t of 

\lort h .-\ rnerica11 prnlt ·ssor l{ichard Pattee, the work's translator_ and ,vith the 

('11t.·rn1r;1g<·11H'lil of Nt>gro historv champion Carter G. \Voodson, the liililiographic 

r('.s0t1rcr'.s of '.'fow York Public Librarv curator Arthur Schomburg, and against the 

backdrop uf interest provided by '.'forth and Latin An1erican scholars such as Du 

Bois. Rayford Logan, Rii(liger Bilden, Arthur Springarn, and "Ortiz, Ramos. Freyre 

and the rest," as Pattee wrote to Schorn burg in 1937,<iZ Though confined in focus to 

a sillglc c:rnmtry, The Negro in Bm.:.il was intemled as fodder for comparison to other 

national units. especially the United States. To this transnational corn111unity of' 

Africa-oricn!C'd scholars, it also suggested links and networks within the A111cricas 

and ,1cross the Atlantic.°'' 

J\ot cmh· have Brazilian scholars formed a critical part of the transnational 

acadcniil· <·0111111unil\• tl1at co11cq1tualizcd tlH• AfriL':m diaspora: Bra7.il has also prn­

\'id<:d critical I,· convincing <'xarnplcs and <'Xpcricnccs. The Brazilian Candornblc. for 

l'Xa1npll'. is "l'ilt'd n1orc often and \Yith 1.;n,ater c(•rtainty than any other African 

Anwrican institntion as proof that African cult11rc has 'snrviv('d' in tlw Americas,'· 

\\Tit cs J. Lorand ,\latory.b•l ArnoIH.; the scholars '.\fatory cites is U.S. anthropologist 

\!( .. JvillP Herskovits, who would enjoy an eyP-01wning visit to Brazil two years after 

the appearance of' H.arnos·s The Negro in Bra:::il. ln 1941, Herskovits researched and 

trawlPd in Brazil, tlie sa1t1e rear lw pnhlishPd his gronndbreaking work mi :\ew 

World African snr, i, als, The Myth ,f the :Jegn> Pa1t.h> 

The diaspora as a c011ccpt p111ls awa): fro1n a comparative perspective. Oppo-

1w11ts ol the iclt\l have thcr<'fore sometimes responded hv caging its radical s11ggl's­

tio11s i11 co111paratin' i'ra111es. Sociologist E. Franklin Frazier, one of' tlie 11\0St elo­

q1 l('lllh- \ dwmt·11t 0[1pm1t·nts of the i<k-a that African A11wril'a11s wne significautl) 

Alric:m. did just this i11 1944. Overwhel111ed by his obserrntions or African elf'nwnts 

in Afrn-Brnzili,m customs (mad(• when he, too, traveled to Brnzil in 1941). Frazier 

\\'riggled out or admitting New \Vorld survivals with a comparison. Ile portr:1yed 

African smvi\als as greater in Brazil than in the United States. dinging to the claim 

that bl.wk fll'.oplc in the United States wcrt' thorough!:· "Arncrican."bh Strnck h)' a 

n,cogni,.ably Orientalist impression of Brazil in comparison to tlic t:nitcd States (the 

savage, umlcrdcvc·lopcd trnpical hackwatcr n•rs11s the civilized, progn·ssi\r center of' 

co11,1Jll'rcc and science), Frazier stonewalled the labor of approxi rnahon 1md(,rtakcn 

b\ ltunos, Herskovits, their cullcagucs, and even Frazier himself. 

Frazier's cornp:1rative apprc><tdi to Brazil pxtt•nded the lifP of an Perily famil­

iar passage. Congrat,dating Brazil on its avoidance ol' racism, Frazier explained to the 
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audience of the magazine C:011111wn Scn.1·1'.· ·'It is g(:ncrallv ,H·ccptccl as a11 1rncx­

r1n•ssed national policy that the \:cgrn is to he ,th.,orllC'd into tl1l' total population. Jt 
was with this in mind that a Brazilian statesman r<'mindcd Hoosev<'lt that in a hun­

dred years Brazil would haw no .'-Jcgrues, whereas the United States w<rnl<l han· the 

prnlilern of twentv or tliirtv 111illion >legrrn·s."fi~ Tlw knot, in its 11111pt1·entl I rec-ydta, 

11at11ralized to the status or general assumption, truly deserved airing in a forurn of· 

this nanie. 

ln the 1940s, the notion of Brazil's morn! accomplisluncnt would come to be 

kncl\\ n as racial clenwcracy, a term associated with sociologist Gilberto Freyre. Bot\1 

the ·'author'' and the concept have enjoyed inordinate inlluence. to the point that we 

need not ddai11 ourselves with them l1ere. Surriee it to sav that racial dernoc-racv is 

a concept forg('d in transnatio11al aml cornparativt, context. and one dc('ply influt'll­

ti,11 i11 the Cnitcd Stc1tes_h'> The COlllf)<ll'ative idt·as about race in the lh1ited States and 

Brazil that ,·11joynl such prc,tig<, from tlw 19;3os thron,gh t!tc 19Gos, 11,mll'ly. the twin 

invths ol' racial dernocracv aud racial p11rity, shaped the lived exp<~rience of race in 

hoth places. Incorporated into p11hlic policy, they shaped the way the state codified 

racial cat('gori<'S a11d dictated politic,11 possihilitil's for contesting ral'isrn. I II this same 

period, though. dev<•lopnwuts were brewing that wonk\ challenge the comparative 

t·ons<·ns11s. Iloping to find clues lo hdp pre\·cnl the rcoccnrrcncc of \Vorld \\'ar ll's 

lerriblC' bloodshed. U:-JESCO, bcgi11ning in the early 19_::,os, la1mchcd its farnons 

seril's u/' studies of Brazilian racial harn1011y 

P..tcsear('hers fonded by Ui\ESCO and the generation of rc•\'isinnists that fol­

lowed quickly 011 their heels hcg,u1 to crock the basic ('lct11e11ts ol' the United 

States-Brazil co111parisou on tlw Brazil side. They de111olisfH'd the myth of tlw 

fricndh maslcr ancl showed that racism did indeed structure social relations in 

rktzil. So111t: of this re\'isionist work l1eaded in tl1e direction of a transnational per­

spective !iv arg11ing that national settings were less important in determining the 

experience of slaven· than crop, plantation size, geHder, and so 011. Senne si111ply 

Hipped the comparison to arg1w that Brazilian slaverv was wors<' than thosl' of' otlwr 

irnperial or uational units, coutrilrntiug little to a view of trnnsnatioHal conHc·dions. 

Yl'l ('\'c'll thl'sc. h) cracking the idea that Afro-BraziliaHs h,1d IH'cn tl)()r011ghly 

C'mbraced and assimilated, opened a space for others to im·esligat<' Af'rica11 c1dt11ral 

co11ti1lllitics and thus develop the transnational idea of tlte African diaspora. This 

idc·a fin,ilh gai1wd ground, s11pportl~d ideologicalh h\' tit<:• strnggle against colo11ial­

is111 in Portugnes!' ,\frica and clst:wl1cn' and for Black Power in '.\orth :\mcrica. ,llld 

111ethodologically by tlH' innovations of E. P. Thompson and other praclitionl'rs of 
social and cultural history.mi In the United States, related political and scholarly cur­

rents produced sharp challenges to those parts of North American history that 

underlay the U.S. side of the cornparison.70 

The countcrposcd notions or stark U.S. racial hatred and subtle, hannonious 
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Brazilian 111ixturc onght to l1avc been witlwring 011 the \'inc. Yet c0111paratil·c stud­

ies oC race in the United States and Brazil conliru1cd lo reach back to timc•-honorcd 

traditions. In one of the most witlcly read revisionist contributions. C'.S. scholar Carl 

Dec;lcr pointed out that racial definitions were dissimilar in the United States and 

Brazil. Ilis insight tnnwd on the ,uds of the mulatto, who ,vcmld invariably lw 

classified as :\cgro in the United States, but in Brazil might have recourse to an 

·'c·scapt' lwtdi .. of social 11mhilitv.71 

Dqdn's admirable strides toward the understanding of race as a social con­

struction wert> hobbled by his retention of'the assu111ptions uf'the waning l'nl ofcon­

senslls historv. narnclv, the cxccptionalist search to explain the "apparent uniquc,ncss 

of tlie United Statps" i11 categorizing mulattoes as black. 72 The cornparative franies 

Dtic;lC'r appliec 1 pron,d well s11itctl to the cldt·nSt' of Arncrican cxcq1tionalism. 

Dt-'glcr conclmled that tht> 11nits of his analysis were 01w "dynamic, competitin', 

Protestant, socially mohilc socit:ty and one that was stahk, traditional, hicrarchil'al, 

and Catholic." 7:l Con Id there be clearer evidence of the opportunities cornp,1rative 

schobrship offers to rcif\: national character•) \\'Lile not a direct citation, this aston­

isl 1ing mcT_gc1wrnlization ess<,ntially recapitulates the Tcddv Hoosc·\-clt--OlivC'ira 

Lima \ icw of conHict ual progress \ (TSllS harmonious stagnation, wound througl1 

comparnlivC' l1isloria11 of slavery Frank 'fannenh:uun's I~)40S impmtation of Cillwrto 

Fn-1rC'\ cornpaL1tive observations made as a youth ir1 19:2.os :'\('W York. 7·1 The ncfs 

k11ots 111llltiph· a11d tightc11. 

At the turn to the tweuty-first umtury, the comparison has shifted again. In the wakt' 

of the L:.s. civil rights movement and Brazil's Mo1Amenlo Ne!.!,ro Uriificado, or 

l:nifit>d Black ~Io\'(cn1ent (both vvidely, and vvn_mgly, seen as over), observers are 

more likclv to portr,lV Brazil as the co11ntry where racism reigns and the Unikel 

Staks as the place to look for guidance i11 its contestation. In line with social liistor­

iL·al and Afric,1rw stlldks pcrspcdiH·s, c11m1mrati\·ists tcud to f'oc11s riow or1 hlack 
snhjects rather than white, adrniring ,\frican Anwrica11s' ·'proclivity to 11Jobili1.e" and 

llC'moani11g ,\fro-Brazilians' "lack of racial militancy and assc,rtivcness."T., 

This update of the Cnited States-Brnzil contras\ is misle,tding. Af'rn-Brnzilians 

lim·c nndcniahly been agents of their own~ancl their hroallcr society's----transfor­

rnation, as historians alilc to S('l' resistance outside the narrowest fc,rrnulations of 

"ti 1c political" I 1a\ c solidly rlocwncntc(Ur, In acklition, the U.S. ci\'il rights movement 

has s1ifTcrcd an cnonnons hacklash tlrnt has sharply constrained its achin·cmcnls, 

which this flip in perspective neatly elides. Finally, as nsual, the comparison erases 

difTcrcm·L· within national groups of' Af'ro-dcsccnJcnts and simibrilics across 

tr;rn,national formations, rc>c1·cling ,1 familiar set of national charactc->ristics. l11 onk 

,ligl,th- modified lcn11s it hrnds pro,ictivl', practical. progn:ssrn: '.'Jorth .-\11wricans 
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and chicl<'s South American laggards, provillin,e; yet anotlwr opportunity to rl'prisl' 

US. national s11pcriority. Under its breath. tliis comparison whisp('J's a twisted l'Dll­

s;ratnlation to t\orth An1cri<:an whites for thl' brntallv <':-.plicit form of their racism. 

Tl1i.s ostensibh· antiracist, proactivist ccm1pariso11, then, nwn·s contrarv to its propo-

11t<11ts' good i11tc>11tio11s. As the contrast of progrc>ss and stagnation eor1stit11tes a crit­

ical part of the sense of' national self in both places and an alibi for state policies that 

presern-, social hierarchies. this stancP fpeds dePp-set enrrents of nationalis111 and 
racism.'' 

Umlerlying umternporary comparisons of the United States and Brazil is a 

continued sense th,1t Brazil is, to horrmv an J\ninwl Far111 sort of paraphrase, almost 

as u11iq11c as tl1e United States. A whiff of ::'\orth J\rnerica11 11ohlesse obligt' waCts 

arnund sclmlarh- justifications of stHdy of Brazil as a ·'pHzzll'.'. ;i ''connndrnm." "p<~c11-

liar." "dt•('C[)tin<· or possesst·d ol' a 1.111iqHdv "elaborate" racial ideolug_\·~tlw "con­

\ (·11tirnwl wisd0111 i11 sociological studies,"' d1an~cs sociologist J knisv Ferreira da Sil\'a 

(as ,1 Brnzilian expatriate. a transnational figure in her own right).~h S11ch cxception­

alis111s--elohomte is related to lahyrfotli ctyrnologically and shares its connotations 

of com olutcd 111ystcr:,1-continuc to rn,u-\·cl at a Em1iliar Brazilian exotic. They l<ir­
gct that C\cry society in the Americas (or anywhere else, for that matter) structun:s 

social relations along shifting lines of class, ethnicity. and gcnd<'r, as anthropologist 

Teresa C;1ldcira points out. '·In this sense. Brazil is not cwn peculiar ... am! clocs not 

constitute any special case ol' incomplctc11ess," she scolds. underlining the link 

lwt\\E't"Tl Orientllist t'XcPptionalism and notions of (Afro-)Brazilian '·]ack'';\l For U.S. 

audit'nccs, the suggestion ol'kgibility at home and confosion abroad stands as tl1c 

C()l'Tlt"rSt()JW of a t:ontclllpmary Orie11talis111, the l1a11d111aidt0 ll to A111t:rica11 l'Xl't'p­

tionali,rn. The notion of' Brazil's national unic11wness stokl's the coals of nationalism 

i11 tlic ahstral't and lintilit>S U.S. 11ationalis111 in particular, givt:111 the 111utually co11sti­

t11ti\'C' t·(mncctions linking U.S. and Brazilian national iclcologies. 

Scholars who won Id ratl1er not fe<0 d this beast rnigl1t reconsider the c0111par­

ativc g('stnrcs that han: hccomc almost sccoml nature. Perhaps it is time to call a 

rnoratoriu111 on comparative study. Instead, students ol' race in tl1e Uuited States and 

Brazil, or the Americas broadly, might formulate analyses in rdatccl and global per­

spective, honoring the dc,bt the transnational turn owes to critical struggles against 

colonialism. Sorne already are, tu excellent cffect."° For tracing the genealogy of ll('W 

and not-so-n<w transnational incth()ds to their anticolonial historiographic cont<'xt 

rc\'cals a theoretical i111pcrati\'c. It is thl' charge to illuminate tl1c co111plcx. global 

network of pmn~r-inflcl'lcd rl.'lations tliat c·nnH·sl1 our world, incl11ding tltos(' c·on­

ncctions gcucratcd by acad('mic l'ngagcment and obsenation. For scholars commit­

ted to this radical lcgacv. co111parison serves as a better subject than method. 
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1/iston; S(; •,lt)<)'.J": 970 S6. Ht·c·oguiziu.e: tra11suatitlnal ll<1w as a rnuv,·rs.1lirn1 ,111i<)llg St'\l'Lil 

parli('s ca11 l,clp schoLirs '1\0id ch:1rli11t.; the ":clors of·i11ll11c11cr:'' llowi11g i11 ,l sing],, 

direc-tion I fro111 tlie L:nited Stat<,s to the rest of tl1t, \\'Orifll, "liid1 e,·en n·cent. c:m,ful 

obscn·crs continue to do. 'v!atthcw C11tcrl, for cxarnplc, describes 'v!auhattan as "the 

entrt•pi\t liu111 which the growing obsession witli whit('ness and blackness was exported, 

sl,ipped around thc> world as ii' it \\'E'rE' steel, or arL or the techniques ol' scientific 

111,rnagcrnent." .\fattl,ew Pratt G11tt'rl. The Color oflfocu in i\111nica, 1900--1940 

(C,unbridgc: llan·,ml t:niversity Pn·s,. 2001). 11. 

17. Lm Tyrrc>ll, "A111eri(':t11 Ex<·eptinnalisrn in an Age of' lnternatio11al IIistory," J\11U'ricm1 

liisloriml Rer-ietc 96 ( 1991 10,,5. On tlic roots ofco111parath·c l,istor\' in warti111c; studies of 

11at·io11al charadn, sc<· l\cillllrg and Coldrnan, ":\nlhropology ,tml Politics:· 

1S. l:t111\'m·ll, "\bki11g \'ations/!\faking Stalt-s: ;\ninican llislori:tm in tilt-' Crn,te,t "I' En,pirc ... 

Jo11nuil ofA1/ll'ricr111 I //1/, 11·1; S6; 1999): 10:):J: CoopN. "Tl1t: J't,rils of ( ;,J111p,u:iti1,· I-Ii.story" 

S .. c al.so A111v Kal'bn "L .. rt 1\lo11c 11il11 .\11wrica·· Tlw .\l",·rn·<· ,,1· Ei11pir,· in the Stn,h of 

1\1111:rican ( :11ll111<: ... in C11lt11rn ,,j ( '11iln/ S/11/e, /1111wri"/i,111, ed. KapLu1 and Donald Pease 

l Durh,1111. :\C: Duke U11i\('rsit:, Pre.ss. 199:):. :3-21: Hoht:rt Cn•gg, Inside 0111. 011/sidc /11· 

£1s1111s i11 Co,11)Jarntirc lli1tory ('.\c,,· York: St. 1-.lartiu's. 2000): :Vian L. I )11dzL1k Cold\\ i1r 

Ciri/ IU!!,hls; Har·<' and the lma!!,e of:\merirnn lknwcracy ( Princeton, l\J: Princeton 

ll11iversit: Press. :2ot1ol: and Stoler, "Tense and Tender Ties:· See also George Heid 

.-\rnlrc'll'S, "Co111pari11g tl,c Crnnparcrs; \Vhitc Supremacy in the llnitcd States and Sontlt 

:\fric:1.'Jo11n111I of Social llis/011.120 (1;187): 5,'l5-9!J; and Raymond Cn:w, ''The 

C:0111paraliw \V .. akness of A11wrie;a11 llistorv," ]011mal o( lllterdisl'iJ'fi1111ru Ilistoru 1G ( 1i)"l5): 

S7-- 101 Stolt'r intcrpn:ts Crew ,ts criti'111i11g exccption,dist ernt1paratin, liistory ("Tense and 

'fr11dl'r Tit·S:· par. 45.'; l a111 not "m· Cn·"· is being uitical lt,·n·. 

l!J Ja<'<Jl!PS Dtcrrida, '"l),-,s 'fours dP Balwl: .. Se111eia 54 ( 1991): :3-:34; Walter BPnja,nin. "The 

'fosk oftl,c Trn11slator: A11 lntrod,wtitln to the Trnnslatio11 of Ra11delain:s Tr1hlea11x 

,,1ui1icm:· in l/l11111i11alio111, ed. 1 lannah An:nclt, trans. I larrv Zohn (\'cw York: Sd,m-k,·11. 

1960). 6!)--tiz: I x,lia J ,iu, 1,,/,rns of hd11111ge: Tlw Fn,h/e111 of Tri111slr1tiu11 ii/ Clo!"tl 

C:iff11/11tin11s (Durlialll. l\'C: Duh: l:ui\'l·r.1ity Pn·ss, l'Jl)9), 

20. Tl,c Frl'uch historLm and advocate, of co111parntin· l1istory 'v!arc Bloch also placed 

co111parutivis\s and translators in prnxirnatc rt:lation. lie hoped that history would c111ulate 

li11gui.1tic< adoption of comparative 11ietl1ods. See \Lire Bloc!,, "P"ur une liistoire cornpar(>e 

des soci(·tcs curopz'-c1111cs" ('foward a coH1parnti\·(• historv of Enropcan socict,"), Hcn1<' rle 

11111//v'w histuri11uc iflci;i,,,c o(Ilislorical Synth1'si1: 46 (1ti:2S): 15 ;,o: \\'illia1n II. Sewell Jr., 
"l\L11·c Bloc!, ,md the I ,1,!_(i(• oi' Contp:1rativ,-' History:· l/istory ,11uf Tlll'on; h (_ 1,/i7 ): 20S-- t•'i: 

.\Jt.tt,, ( )lin I [ill a11d Bm d [I I [ill Jr .. ")\[,,re Bloch and ( :0111paratiYt' ll istorv," /11111:riwlf 

llisturirnl Hc1:i,,11· 85 :, H/"lo): S28 4G: Willia111 II. Sc,wll Jr. and Sykia L. Tlirnpp, "\!arc 

lll"d' :111d ( :,1111parnli1·e lli.,ttln: Co111111P111s ... ,\111ericm, l/i.,/ori,·<1/ llait:ir S5 ( 1980): 

sr--s:, 
21 Li 11, introd11ction to 'fokm,s ,f E,c!,m,ge, T See 1tlso Teresa l' Caldcirn. Ci!// of Wi1/k 

Cri111c, S,·,t.;regatio11, m,d CitL.e,,1l1i}' i11 S,10 l'a11lo ( BerkPlt-:1·: Oniwrsity of California l'n.,ss, 

2000), CJ. 
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22. i\1111 Stoler l,as ,ilso snggc·sted that scholars "111igl1t treat comparison, 110t as a 

111dhlld(llogi,·al pmhle111, but as :1 historie<1l (lhject:· hut she thc·11 p1ill,, lier p1u1cl1<·s. 

ill\pking that ,·011,parison l,ultn:sscd jl<llV<'r relations onh dming li1r111al ,·()Ionia! n·gi11H·s 

a11d offl'ring a11 ample range of 111cthodological pn·scriptio11s. Sh<' is u,nl<:nt i:ilhcr "to do 

licttcr co111pari"111s. to l"1rs1w the politic.s a11d histlll'\ (II crn11p:1risllll. ur to n·,1d1 for 

,·ll1111<,ctiom tk,t f..'." IH·Yoml crnnparison altolU·tlwr. Tl,csc arl' 11ot 111nl11alh· nch1.si\'(·. h11t 

th,,) clo place the an,1ktic ,•111phasis 011 cliffr,rcnt liistoriograpbic mnc-s ,rnd archival places." 

Stoler, ··Tense aml Tender Ties:· par. 92 ,ernpliasis ,uldedl. \\'l,ile StoiL·r may lw ,:orred tl,at 

sonic historiograpl1ics and topics 1.wtt<'r support a focus 011 cmmcctiuns tha11 others, might 

such an admission irnblge the rC'l11ctancc to imap;inc \vays ol'cnp;ag;inp; historical sources 

tlut can u11cmer those c011nt'dio11s·.i 

~:i. G<'orgc ){(•id A11drews, "lksigualdad,· racial no Brasil,. nos Esbtdos Cnidos: Oma 

con1pa1w;ao t:stalistica'' ("Hacial lrwq11ality in Brazil and the United Stat<·s: :\ Stali!,tical 

C<ll11p,1riso11",l, Est11dos Afro-:\.1iatiw1· (A/i·1Hisiati1· Studies) 22: 199:2): 47. 

""I· i\s Kohin Kcllc·v !,as poi11tt'd out to 111c. tl,c focus ,m race ,rnd nation in Unit<'d Stall's-Brazil 

co1,qmrisons stands in distindion to tlw transatlantic points of' ,·0111pariso11 la,·ored ln· 

.schoLtrs s,-·eking to slwd light on iss1ws of class in th" C11it;,d St:itPs. l·,ol,Prl Cn,g;g als" 

1n<lkc.1 tl,is point i11 [mide 0111. (j_ 

1,S, I ),1, id I!. l' :'\Lffh111Y-L,·\\is. "Introdnction to tlic l'ap,·rhack Edition," in Tlw ,\fa,tcrs mu/ 

tl,e S/m:n: ;\ Stur/,1 in tl,e IJn:e/01u1w11f ,f Bra::i/i,111 Cirili.:atio11 , Bcrkc·le1: l'.niV<'rsit\' of 

( :,llifornia Press, H)S6). lx-,wiii. Other .students of this trnditio11 [i;we also nnt,,d that 

co111pMisons allow ohscrH·rs to find whatever it is thc 1 scl'k Sec LA:sli,· Hout. ··sleight of 

Ifand: Brazilian and Anwric,rn :\uthors \!anip11latc the Brazilian Hacial Situation, 

1910-1y51:· A111crirns 29 ( 1q7;,l: 471-88; Caldeira, City of'\1'rtlls; and l\lario Carelli. 

"Sottisier rc1iso11n{> des sten'otypcs franco-brc'silicns" ('Analytic CaL1lu,:z11c of Foolish 

Franco-Brazilian Slt'r<'otypcs"). in Fnmcc-8n'sil. Bi/11111101tr 111w relmu·e (Fnmr:1:-Hm:il: 

J!asis/iir ,1 Xe,c il/>}'ru{/(:h ), Pd. ( ;arPlli, Ilt>rvP TJ1t:r;, and Alain Z,mt n1:.,11 :,Pari.s: E,litions 

Entc·11ll'. ltJ87), 1-27, ,:sp. 26. 

26. The: "'"st pro111in1•11l lr,u1s,ttLrntic national racial ,·ornparison, Unit<'d Statl'S···•So11th Africa, 

t'q11alk inq-,-;tt'.d in c011stnwting raci,tl <llH_l n,di011,tl <·,ttt~~orlt'.S, h(':lrs this out. Set~ ( :reg~, 

/;,.side U11/. :,, 5 

27 Fn·d,·ricLson. ··Frn111 l•:s1.•f'ptio11ali.sn, to \'arial,ilit,:· :/>7. 
-'·"· S,·wr:11. ··\!arc Bloch.'' 2nS. 

29. 011 the l'0111paratht: c111pl1asis of :1bolitio11ists, St'L' Celia \!aria \!arinl,o de A1.l'vcdo, 

Almlitio11is111 i11 tiw U11ited States al((/ Bmzil: A Co11111araliu; l'enpectine (:-:,,w York: 

Carlanrl, H)95); \farinho de Azevedo,"() aholicionismo transat1.1ntico ca mcm6ria do 

p,1raiso racial brasileiro" ("Transatlantic Abolitionisrn a1JCl tl1C' \!e,norv of Brazilia11 Hacial 

l'arndisc"). Estudos Afro-A,iriticos :;o (1996): 1s1-fr!; Larissa Morl'ira Vianna, "As 

di111cnsii<'s da cor: t:111 cst11do do olhar nntrc-anwricano snhr<' as rcla,;i'ics intcr-r'lnicas. l\io 

d,-, J,uwirn. pri111,-,ir,1 111Pbule do SP('11lo XIX" ("Tl11' I )inwnsions of Color: :\ Study of' tl1" 

:',;ortl, A11H'ri,.,111 Caz<' 011 In1<-rdl111i" Ri,btiom, Rio d,, Janl'irn, E,irly l\ind,•,·11th Ci,11tury"i 

1.t\fastcr·s th,.sis, l.'ni\crsidadc F1.,dcral Flu11lillt,llW. 1998!; Lnis (:osta Lin,a. ",\h, a d<H;11rn 

Lr,LSil,·ira" f"!\h. Brazilian Sw,-,etn;,si'l, in C11l/1trn. 1·1d1stm1/i1:o plum/: C:i(11r:ir1 J!Olitirn. 

lii1t,iria,.filo111fia. 1111lm1)(Jlogi11. artcs. litcm/11rc 1,C'nlt11rc. I'/11ml Xo11n: Sr:iunc1:. Politic.,, 

llis/onr 1'/ii/11"'/1fur Ari, Lihemtrm:i, ed. Maria de Pai\'a, [\faria Estl'r \lon•irn, and Costa 

L111la (Hio de J:111teiro: Ct'11trn Cultmal Ban('o do Bra.iii, H)96). 1.t7-S8: and Ho11t. "Sleight 
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of I Lu,d ... ( ln e11ge11il'ists, see :'\ancy Stepa11, Tlw I lour ,J Eugeni,·s. llwe. Ce1ider /l}/(/ 

.\'r1ti,m iii J,afili .•\111erirn (lthac:i: Cornell l.lnin·rsit, Pn,ss, 1991 ) .. -14--45; Dai11 Borgc·s, 

"'J'idh. L:glv. Slothfol, :md Im·rt': Dcgcrwration in Brazilian Soc-i,cl Tho11ghl, 18,So 1\J..IO," 

J111u1wl ,f Latin ;\1rwricr111 St11di<'s 25 ( 1993): 235-56; 1'lario Can:lli, "D<'tnit':lllc [Mrtit·: 

lntn:l('ti<ll!S culturcllcs fra11co-hn,silic11m•s" \"Sccu11d Part: Franc·o-Brazilian C:11lt11ral 

lntcrelctions' ). i11 Carl'lli, 'J'iic.'1y. and Za11t111au. Fn111n:-/3nisi/, 140. 

:10. On ('ighte<'nth- and 11inct<•cnth-ce11tnrv mmparisons, sec ~larinho de Azevedo, 

Al1olitioliisn1: Viann,1. "Di11wnsc1es da eor"; Costa I .irna. "Doi;11ra brasil,·ira": am! Hout. 

"Sll'ight of Hanel.'' 

Sci ,olarlv c·o11scns11s now arlmits the hrutalit\· oi' Brazilian slc1\C't'\'. Sec Einilia Viotti cla 
Cmta. Tiu' nm.:ili1111 Empire: ,\Jyths and llistories (Chicago: Cni\'ersit: of' Cl,icago l'rPss, 

lLJ,',SJ: \I.tr\· C. Kar:1sch, Silll:1' Uji.-in Rio]),• Jmwim . .1808-.18sn (Princt'ton. :'\J: Pri11cd,i11 

l'ni,·,,rsit, l'n·ss. HJ87I; K:\li:t M. ill' (Jucirfo .\lattoso, 'fo Be r1 S/111:,· i11 /lm:il. 1sso 1H88. 

tra11s. Aril,ttr ( ;"lrll1a11rn1t'I' (l'\1ew Brrmswick, l\'J: H11tg,,rs lJ11i,-.,rsit_,· Pwss, HJSG): Jo:io ]mt' 

H ... ·i'i ,rnd Ed!l;irdo da Sika, Xt'g(wir1rdo c n 11~fiitu. A n;si.\tt''w·io 11cg.ro no Brosi/ c.w:rart,;to 

r.S.'io l'aulo: ( :,1111panl1ia <hs Ldrcts, 19Sql: St<1art B. Sd1\\'arl,,, Sir/Cc,. 1',·m1111/s, 111u/ llelic/,, 

i1ff/J/1.,id,,ri11q_ Jfra.:ilirm S/111:ery (l i rh:uta: l ·ni,·erstl vol' Illinois Pre\.\, 1992, l: Bari 1ara 

\Yci11stcin, "Tl11: Decline oftlw Progre.ssiH· Planter and th,· Rise ot'Suballcrn Ag('nc·:,': 

Shifting :'\arrativcs of Sl.m: Emancipation in Brazil." in Hee/aiming tlw Political iii Latiit 

1\li1eriwu llbtonJ, eel. Cill1crt Joseph (Dmharn, NC: Duh· Cuivcrsity Press, 2,001), 1'1-101 

:,1. J:rnies Brvce. Soutl, America: Ob,ervations 1111d Tm1n·essio11s (l\'ew York: Macmillan, 191z). 

419- :!l. Sec- discussions of Bryce in Thomas E. Skidmore. Black i11t" V,'hitc Hace and 

.\'11tionalit11 in J:Jrnziliern 111r1w!_ht (197,f Durham. '.\C: Duk" University Press. 199:3), q7: 

:uid E. Fra11klin Frazir,r. "So111l· Aspects of' Haee I\C'latiom in Brazil," l'ltylun ;i i 194:1 ·,: 249. 

2S7- 9c;. 

:32. St"l,,r. •'frlls1· nnd 'Ji·nd!'r Ti,,s." p,ir. 87 

.n. Cill)f•rto A,,,ado, Sa/){)r do /Jm.1il :Fllivor o(J-Jm:.ill (Hio de J,uieiro: Edi,J,e•s ( l ( :m/.l'irn, 

19c;:il. 4b. l'itcd in Skid111orc. Iliad· ilitn \\'/lite_ 259 n. 7; "\lonu1111_•11to ,1 \I,«· l'rc·ta: Foi 

rm,u ti ""'"tc assign,iclo p1·la ( :onnniss,w clc Finane;as da ( :,unara· (" 1'lonr 111 ,cnt tot h<, Black 

i\Jotht:r: \\\1s Un:llli111011sly Sigiwd hy the Fi11:mc·p ( :0111ntissio11 in the I ,egislat11re"), ;\ 

.\'oticia (;\'c1L·.1\, :\o,Tlllht-r 6, 1926, 1: ''M,rn11rncnto ii \[iii.' Prl'ta: J ,,nninoso pare<·L·r do 

d('p<ttado Cill,crlo :\rnado" ("Monurn<:nl to the Black 'vlothcr: Brilliant Speech ol' Lite' 

Dc:put,· Cill)('rlo i\niado"), A Noticirt. c\'ovr·tnhcr 8, 19z6, 1: "A nossa victoria de 28 clc 

Sdc•utl,ro" ("Our Victon· of Sq1tc111her zo"). 0 ClariHt cl'Aiwmcla (The Dmrn Bugle), 

J:muarv b, 1929, l ·· 2: ·\!llado, Mocida,/1' 1111 Hio C' pri111eirn Uugem d Eu rr11w ( fo11//1 i11 Hio 

and Fil:1·/ Visit lo E111n1w) (Hin de· Janeiro: J. Olyrnpio. 1956). 011 thi.s 11ltm11111cnt rno,·c,"c·nt. 

st•(· \licol Sei/!,vl, --r,.rn,,s prdas. filhos c·idad,cos" ("Black 1v1otl,ers. Citizl'n Sons"\ i11 

()11ow'-C:irlaclrio: Ilist1>ria1 ,, m1tropolo1!,ias rla /JCis-,'lllalicipau7o 11,1 lfra~il :,Almost C:iti:ens: 

l/1s/orin 11nd :\utl,rupologi,'I o(thc l'osl-nwtlit:i1u1/i11J1 J-'l'riod in /lm:i/'I ('d. FL\\ io dos 

S:i"to.s (;"""'s ,rnrl Olh·ia Con,e.s d,1 C:1ml1:1 (f'ortl,c""""/!.':. 

:\4. Skidn,on-, 1)/,l('k i11to \\ '/tit,·: ! ,!'ilt•, () mrrif,,,- 1ia1·io1111I lmtsileiro: Stqian, Fite Hour of' 

fugr:11ics; Cir:il,la S,:yfirth. "Constrninclo a rntc:uo: llicrar1p1ias raciais co p;ipcl do racis1r10 

na politil'a de irnigr,HJ,o e <'nlonizw;:,lo" ("Constructing the )Jation: lfaC'i,11 Iliernrchies ,rnd 
tl11-· Rolc· of Ral'is111 in hrnnigrntion and Colonization Policy"), in Ra('I!, ciJncirt e socict!ade 

(l{ace. Scieuce, mu/ S//Ciet11 I, ed. ~larcos Chor .\laio and Hkardo vc:ntma Santos (Hio de 
Janeiro: Cenlrn Cultural Banco do Brasil"' Eelitora FIOC:RUZ, 199fi'. 41--5,'l; )Jfsia 
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Trinid,u],-, Lima and ( ;iJl-,e,io I lochrnan. "( ;ondtenado pela ra,;a, ahsohido pc-,la rm,dicina: 

U Brasil descohl'rto pelo llHl\·ime11to sanitarista da prirncira rqll'tl,lic" .. c·t :01ul,·rn11cd 1,, 
H"ce, A],soh·,·d l,v \kdicinu: Brazil Discm·crcd hv the Sanitarisl Movement in t·hc First 

lkp1il,lic .. ). in Chor :vlaio and Vl'nlura Santos. Ha1:11. ci1?Hcia e s11ciedarle, 2-3-40: l,iliu 

\loritz Schwarcz, 0 np,•trini/11 rlas /"f/('as: Cientistm, imtituic!ies c <[1testrio md11/ 110 Hmsil, 

1870- If)')O r.T/w S1w,:tade of the Races: Scientist,. lmtilutio11s, mu/ tl,e H.acial ()ue.,fio11 iu 

Br,1.: ii, 1870-1,no) (Sao Pa1ilo: Cornpanhia clas l ,dras 1993); Borges. ···Puff\ Uglv, S!otlifuL 

,tll(l I ncrt · ": Sc-hwarc1., Hctnrto nn bmnco e n1•gro· Jom11is. escmr,1s e r:idrrrlr7o., cm Sr7o 

l'aulo uof11111/ do sr'culo XIX (Portrait ill 13/rrck and 'vl'hite: .\'c1n1H1pcn. Slou:s. and Citi.:,·11s 

i11 8110 Frutlo in t/1( Lair: l\!iuetc{'/)flt C:1'11/11111) (S,"\o l·\uilo: Editnra Scl1wc1rcz. 19S7); Sidney 

Cldhouh. C:idadc/i·bril: Corlicu1 ,. qiidc111ias 1w r:urlc i/)/pcrial (F<'t:crish Cily: 'frnnru:11t.1 

m/1/ FJ!irlrn,ii:s in tlu: hnperiril C,Jfrrt) l Siio Paulo: C:rnnpanhi,i 1bs Ldrns, 1996;; J!'!Tn-y U. 
:'s/,,,,,J,,11, .. History, Hau·, and t!w Statt' in th<' Thonght of Oli"cira \'iana," l!isprmic !\.1111-rinm 

llistorirnl Hel'ieu- 75 ( 1995): 1-:30; and Sueann C:ndfi,-,!d, "Ha~·a, sexo" cas,t111f'nto: Crirne>s 

s,~s11ai., 110 Rio d,, Janeiro, 1918-194(1" ("Ral't', Sex, and \'larriage: Scxu.il ( :ri1ucs in Rio di' 

Janeiro, 1918-1940 "") :1/ro-:\sia 18 ( 1996): 125- 64. 

:35 Brvce's exan1plte can lie> nrnltiplic-,d for the many foreign co,nparers wl,o SPt Brazil in implicit 

co1npariso11 to conntril's of supposcdlv grl'atcr Anglo-Saxon ,-rn1t·c11tration, for csampl". 

Louis .-\gassiz.]011n11'I/ i,, Brn.:il (Boston: Ticknor :md Fields, 1SGS): Arthur Cohinl'an, Es,11i 

1111· /'iru:g,r/i/1.' rlc., mn:s lu1111!1i11n \L',1111; 01, tlw !111-·111.11dit11 ,fl/1111w11 Hares). 4tli ,·d. (P:1ris: 

Didot Fri·r<'s, 1Ss:;-S.')> Hern, Th<ll11,1s Buckle,. J/iston1 of Cidi.:otio11 iu F11glanrl, 2 ,uls. 

i L011dou. J. \V. l'.1rkn, 1k,;7 1'i(i1 ·; or Jos(, \!aria BC'llo. Huy lfr11-/Josa r: cw--ri11to,· rliu:nos: 

Eilwtios pof,-licos f' lit,'mn,w (Hll!f Barh,h!I mu-/ Otlu.T \\'riti11gs.· l'olitirnl a11rl U/rTOI:/ 

Fs\/11/S) (Hio d,· Janeiro: Linaria C:astilho, lLJ1S!. On B11ckle and Bello. see Skiclrnor<'. Hlack 

into White. 2.'l'.l 11. ;fi. A later such contribution co111cs from F. Carcia-Calderon, I.a/in 

,\11u-rirn. Its Hise mu/ Progrcs,, trans. Bernard ~li:tll (Nt'W York: C. Scribn,,r, 1q24 1, a classic 

,·i,,,w ofBrn,.ilian racial 111ixt11re as "unfortunate" and acco11nti11g f,,r Brnzilian 

··h,1ckw,mhm,s.·• Sec co111111cnts on Garci,1-( :aldt•ron in J. K. Eads, "The \'cgro i11 Br:,zil:· 

]ounw! ofSegm History 21 ( 1936): :3(i5- 75. esp. 37+ 

3(i. Skidrnorn, Black info White: sc-,e ,1lsn Ceorge Reid Andrews, "Brazilian Racial DPlll(HTacy.. 

1900-90: An .-\mcri!'an ( :ountcrpoint,"]011mal of Co11tr:111rwran1 History ;31 ! 1996): 

4S:3 507; Jl'lfr,·, D. i\uC'dl'll. "ld,·11titv, Hace, Cl'nd<'r. and :\lmlvrnitv in tilt' Origins of 
Cill)('rlo Frnrl''s Oe11rr1·." /\1111-rinm lfist,>rirn/ H,,cirn; w ( 199s'!: .~1--77. 

:F- ~ir l-l,11 ,-_,-JI. Jol111,to11. Tl,c H11ck1wrd Pco1,les mu/ 0111· R1·/atin111· 11:ith T/1i·111 iL011do11: 

11. \lill,,rd ( ixr, ,rd Unh /'ISitv Prcss, 1()201. dt('d ill 1'<111[, ··skiglit of lla11d," 471, 47S JI. 1S. 

SC'<' also Johnston, The ,\'cgro in !lit Neu; \forld (London: lvkthnen, l~)ln\ 

:,'>. Ernih- S. Hosenberg. eel .. \\'m-/d \\'irr I and tl,e Cnm:th of United States· Predonli>tmicr: in 

Latill ,\111eric·a (l\c-w York: Carlaud. 1987), esp. Hos('nlJC'rg, 'Anglo-Arnl'rica11 Hivalrv in 

Bmzil," 77 111; l\osc11lwrg. S7Jrcruling the Arncrir:rm Dream . .,\nu:riam En>1w111ir: ancl 

C:,i/t,m,1 Exl'rmsion. 1R90-1945 (l\f'w York: Hill and \Vang, 1982). 

;Jl). Tl,eodon· Hoo,1,,·,,lt, Through the Brrr:ili,rn \\'ilrlcnwss (:\cw York: Scrih11cr\. 1qql. SCJ-

41,. Hooscv('ll. ··Brazil and the Negro," 0111/00/.:, F,·hrnary 2, 1914, 411. On Hoose,rlt, s1·c Cary 

( ;prst li-,_ ·Tl 1reodori-, HomeHclt and th,-, Di, ided ( :har:wtPr of .-\11wrican \':itionalisn1,'' ]ounwl 

ufA11wrinrn Ifistory Sfi ( 1999): 12So- 1;307: Cail B,·dc:rrn:111, .\.!rm/inns a11rl Cirili.:r1tio11: A 

C11/t11ml llist"nJ ,,rc:nuler and Race i11 tlw U11ited Stat,,,, 1880- 1[)17 (Chil'ago: Uniwrsitv 

of Chicago Pi-Pss. 19951; Thorn,L, C. D,·er, Tl1e()rlor,; F{()o,,,,:e/t mu/ tlu: !elm ,f llace (ll,t1011 
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Hougr,: Lonhiana Stal<' l'.11in:rsilv Pn,ss. 19So:1: Fra11k >li11k()\id1, 'Tl1l'odore H1H1s1•vdt: 

Ci,·ilizatio11 ;1s Tdl'olo1-,')·:· Di}'lo11wtic History 10 (1~/lb): n1-4:=; 

-P 1',·n·,· ,\kin \1artin, intrml11ction lo Tit,' Ewluti,n, o(Bra:il C:0111parcd 1citlt Thnt of' SJJ1J11islt 

rrnd /\u;.:,lo-Saxm1 /\lfwr'h:11, h,· tv1an01'1 de Olin:ira Li11w (.\'cw York: Hnssl'll and Hms,·11. 

19Gb); Gilberto Fn·vn:, Te1111w de llJlrmuli.:: Arti;.:,os puhlicado, e1ujom11is u11 arlol<'sc211ci11 e 

11a JJri11wim 111ociclnrlc do 111.1/or, 1018 1026 (A1'J!re11tice Ti11w· SewsJ'ilJ!ff i\rti,:/n· 1'11/1/islwd 

in rhe Aul/tor's /1110/escenr;e and Early )rmth. 191/l-1026). crl. .Jns(: Anl<lnio Consahrs clc 

Ml'llo (Sao Pall lo: l111titui1;-f10 Brasileira de Difll.13.o Cllltllrnl e INL, 1979); .\'eedell. 

·1dcutity. Hacc, Ccmb·:· SS: ,md Skidmorl', Black into il?1i/c, 71. 

4:2. l\Lullicl de-Oliveira] ,irna. Nos F1111dos Unidos: I111prcssiics politirns c soriais (In the l.'nitcd 

Stal1:.1: l'oliiirnl a11d Suci11I hnpn·.1·sio11s) (Leipzig: Brockham, 1g99!. For a dis1·msirn1. SP(' 

Skidrnon:, l!l,1d i11to \\"ltitc, 71-73. Cail Tri1wr t'hims that in tlii.s work, Oliwir.1 Lirn,1 

"nlfon·,l <lr::(llllll'llls si,nilar lo Frt:\T1,:· tm1 nrnch ,·arlicr. TriiH'r. "lbc:,', with orwitliou1 

( :oior"e H,,,·011ciii11g Br,vili,lll Tlistoriography:· Fs/1ulio1 intadi11;ip/i1wrios ti,· Amcrirn 

J,11ti1,11 U el C11ril,e 10 I 19991. 1:2.1--40; ,1w\\·.t,111.ac.ih:i,tl/X 1/tri11c:r.i1tmi, 11. 19 . 

. rJ. Ulivvira Lima, The E,.o/utio11 ,,(Bm.:.i/. :.Jl)· 40. Tl11· shape of this comparison, pins thl' 

"onls/i1si11// and rl,realc11erl. s11ggpsl Oli,·pira Lirna as Hoosp,,·elt's so11n·e. Hoosen,lt might 

also havc; hccn 11uoti11g Jose Verissimo, whose si111ilar s1•11tii11cnt is cited in Skidmore. Black 
i11!0 \\'l1ile. 76. or sorncom· else cntirclv. 

-1+ Oliwirn Li11rn, The Ewlution of Bra;;i/, 1:2.2. 

-IS- Skidt11orl\ Hlack into ffhitc. 6fl, 2,.p n. 76, citing the Correio da ,\fanh17 (,Horning Mai/) of 

April 7, 191..J. 

4(i Da,·id J. I Icll\\'ig's ,rnnrlc1fol Afrir:an-A111,,11ca11 lk(lcction.1 on Bm:i/:1 Hnr-i11/ l'amdisc 

: FliiLldelpliia: Te1JJpie U11i\(:rsitv Pr,,ss. 19cJZ 1, :1:1--;;4. rqHints ti ,ree 111<·11tiom or Roosev<'lt: 

··Rr,1zii vs. Unitl'd Statl'S ... C:hirn;!,u O,f,'llllcr Febrnarv 2fi. H;q: "Rrazil a11d ti1t• Blac·k 

Hae·,•· Phi/(/(l,·/phir1 friln111e \Ltrd, 14. 1qq: anti\\ E. B. 1)11 Bois,· Bra;,il,' Cri1i.1. :\pril 

!\JI+ ~S(i-,\7 

47. D11 Boi.,, ··Hr,v.il ·· 

.JS. Bn,·,·, South 1\111erica, -179 80, l'it<·,l in\\'. E. B Du Bois, The ,Vcgro (New Ymk: l!t:nry 

I Iolt 1915), 165. E. Frnnklin Frazier would also engage Bryn-:; see Frazier, "Sollie Aspects of 

Rte(' Hl'latiOllS in Rrazir· 

49. H. \I: Mc-rg11son, "Cli1npsl's of Brazil," Crisis, '-Jm·t:mlll'l' 1915, ;38-43. 

50. Jt'ssk Faucd and Cezar Pinto, "The Elllancipalor of Brazil." Crisis, \larch 1921. 208-9. 

51. David Hc:lhdg reports tl,at :--Jasli "as a former cxccutiw· sccrdarv of the NAACP l1y 1926. 

llcllwig. "[bcial l'arndisl' or Rm1-Arou11,P Afro-1\mth Amcril'a11 Vi,•,Ys of lbcl' in BraziL' 

c\mcriran Studies 31 ( 1990): 51. Rov :--lash. The Conques/ o( Bm.:i/ ( 19:!fi; New YorL: ,\\IS. 

i,ibtJ l, 1Ui . 

. s~ 1\,1sli was scl1ol:trh- in his citations :,J )u Bois. Frauz llo.is.l and terms r··cc-pltalic illdicc-s··i; t!i,, 
\\'ork \\'a., rccciH:d i11 s11c-h c-rosso,N ,e111H'S as ivLirv \\"hilt' (h ington's "Book Chat" col11nm 

i11 ti1t0 \',·11· ;\nts/1·n/1nn \',·in. ,\11gll\t 11-i. 1q2fi. ~"- Tl«· l'ort11g111•st· r,ditio11 is h()\ :\':1sli, :\ 

1·,,111;11is/i1 rlo J,m1il {Tl"' C:011,,u,·st ofllm:il!. tun,. ~loal'ir I\. Vasi·urn·,·los iS,10 I'cmio: 

( :rn,1pa11hia Editorn .'\aciu11ai, 19:3()). 

5;3. 1':,1,l1. The Cm11111e.,t o( TJra:il . 

. ',4- E,hvard Byron Reut<:r. The M11illlto in the United States. lncl11di11g II St11dy of th<' Rate of 

:\fix,,rf-Blnod H11ce, tltrouglto11t the \i(Jr/d (NC'w York: llaskl'll Ilouse, 19G9), In tlw preface, 

I Ha tirnnks ,mo11Yt11011s "prmninPn1 Nf>grOf:s" wl10111 ]i., t·o11s1il1ed: l'ilt's tlw D,fe11rler's 
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J,rnuan· 15. 1916, article on Bahia on ;_/in. 65: ('i(es African A,m,ri('al! scholar Edward 

\Villllot Blyckn appro,·ingly 011 127: and disa_grLot•s with Dti Bois l,y narn" rn1 the '!llt'sti1111 of 

cm·rccd sex l,clwcl'n slavc-m1·11ing men and enslaved wo11w11. 144 TL 49. Sec also Earnest 

Sn·ier Cm .. H'11ile A111erirn ( Hich11101Hl, \':\: \ Vhit<: :\ 111cril'a Socidy, 1923); Cox, Tiu, So11tl, :, 

J'((rf i11 ,\lo11gn:li~i1t!!, tit<' .\'otio11 (Ricl11n11nd, VA: \Vhit<: America S11cid1·, 1926): Ak·"11"lcr 

llanrv SliauU<llL Tlw Racial lule,!!_rit11 of lite A11,crirn11 .\'i:gn, (n.p.: Su,itli and Lamar, 

1907'; and Alfred Ilolt Slone and \\'altl'r Francis \\'ilkox, Studies in the :\111eri('(m Hace 
l'm/i/rn, i '.\Jew York: t\c0 gro Unh ersities Press. 19fa)L 

sc:;. :-.fatthnv C:ntl'rl c1lso suggests that promincut holders of tht•st' ant,tgouistic viewpoiuts 

share,! c-lite cd11cations and a,·istocratic expectations and oftt'n held each other in r('spcct. 

Cuterl, The Ct>lor of Har:c, 14+ 

,sfr \-'t,rl'na Stolck, ·. ··Brasil: l:ma rl11(,:f10 vista atral'(s da vidra,:a da rnr;a." Reds/I/ rlc c11lt11m 

bm,ile1ir1 1 ( HJLJS): 21G, S,·e ,ilso tlw cautions in Denise fl:rreira da Silva, "Facts of 

Black1w.ss: Brazil b '.\Jot ((J11ik) tl,<c Unit..,d Stafrs. , . ;\11([ Haci,11 Politic,, i11 Brazil'"' Sor:iril 

frli:ntitin 4 ( 1998): 201 ~ :,..i, esp. 207 

,s7. ( :11tl'rL 'J'/ie Color of'J{(lcc, 1,r.l- qq. < :utcrl introducc•s St"ddan!'s ten11 /11-mci(l/i,111 i11 Tlie 

Cu/or of Hacc. fi. i'il i11g l.11thrnp Stoddard, Jl,.•-J;,rgi11g :\111,•rirn: Tiu• Ston1 uj 011r 

.Yatio11/worl, !\cw York: S"ribtl(:r's. llJ:!7.:_ 

'):-S. [hid.: Cwcc Eli~,illl'th !Jal,·. )foki11g \V/1ite1w.,": Tl,c C11lt11re of Scgregatio11 i11 1/1,· So11tl,, 

11'/JO - HJ./0 !\c" Yrnk Pa11illl'oll. 1991-i); .\-laltl"'"' Vt,.,, Jacolisor1, \17,itrncss of,, I Jif}i're11/ 

Color· f:11ro 1,erm ln1111igrr11its and the Alr:/1nny ofHar:r: (C:1111hridge: ILu1eml l'ni,·e:rsitv 

Press, l()().'l): David It Hm·digcr, Tiu: \lr,gcs of \Vhitcness, Ran· and 1/w .\1ald11g of th,· 

Aincricrm \\.j!rkin,g Class (I ,omlon: Verso, 1L)91 ,I; for a latc-r pcrioclization of this clwn,gc after 

VVord \Var 11, sc,e KM<:11 Sacks Brodkin, "How Diel Jews Become White Folks')" in Race. ed. 

Steven Gr('gory and Roger Sanjt·k (Nl'w Brunswick. NJ: Hut_l!;t'rs University l'rl'SS, l()LJ4): 

,1ml Brntlkin. JI,nc Jncs Bern11w \Vhitc Folks mu/ \Vlwt That Sm1s ahuut Hru·,, in /\11wri1'11 

(t\pw Brunswick '.\JJ: Hntg:,,rs llnin•rsity Pre>ss, 199.'l). 

c:;9. \YE. B. D11 Bois, "Th'-' '.'legro RaC<: in the Unitl.'d States of An1cril'a," in 1'11p<:n 011 

lntcr-mcial ['r,,h/cms, Cul!U!t1micated to tl,e Finl t 'nincrw,I /111c:cs C.111,<;n',-.1. /lclrl 11/ the 

l '11i1,•r.,i111 oj'Lorulon. ]11/y 26-29, 1911, p,!_ C11sLt1· Spiller (Lornlon F S. King, \\ill'ld s 

l'c,,1,·,· h11111datio11, 1911 :, :348-n+ This l'"l'er alH111t the U11it<,d States was ,·rnnp;irati,v in 

hot!, its prcsl'nlation 011 lhl' scum• patwl as and p11hlic:ition alongside Hrnzilia11 

allthropologisl J""" B:iplisk d" Laccnla's pctpcr. 'Tl)(' Melis. or I Ialf-Bn-,·ds, of Brazil." 

l'11}'crs 011 l,,t,•r-nl<'ia/ l'm/1/el!ts, :377-S'.!, For :111otlwr l'arlv ;l(_l11uwl,:dg111cnt of 111ixi11g 

witliin tl1<: category .\'egro, sc,· J(lcl Augustus Hogcrs. As .\'u/11rc Leads: A11 111/im,wl 

Di.1'rn1sio11 oft lie Hrn,1-011 Why Negro and Caucasian Arc :\lixin.l!. in S1iitc of 0/J)!OSition 

i 1,wJ; Baltimore, \ID: Black Classic Press, 19/i7): and Hogers, ,Vt1!11rr: Knows .\'o 

Color-Line: Research i11to the Scgro i\nccstnJ i1t tl1C White Hrwc &y J. A ltogcrs, :,rd l'd, (St 

Petersburg, Fl.: Helga \I. Hogers, 1c1Ko!, For D11 Bois's transnational imagination, sec D11 

Bois. The So11l1 o/ H/11,,k Ft,//.,-(Chicago: A. C. \frClmg. 190:3l: and D11 Bois. !3lrwk 

l1crnnstnwtio11, "" Iii, ,•volving vi,•ws of racism in Brnzil. Sl'<' lfrlh,·ig. ''Ra,-i.11 P,tradis,, rn 

l'lun-Ar<lltlld'_Y• 

Go, S1t·plw11s, '"Black Tr,111snatio11ali,11r'·: KellP\', "Bnt a Lo,·,tl Pl1as<c·: Patrick Rici, Hlack 

ldi:!1lit1; 111,d H/11,-/( J'rote.,t i11 tl,c :\11/c/1,·l/11111 :\',11 ti, : ( :I "'!'"I l lill: t:nivc,rsit\· ol' :\ortl 1 

( '.an>li11a Pn·ss, 2002). 
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61 It,.,""""'" :'>:ill,t l\"drig11,•s. O., a/ricw,,,., 111> Bm.,i/ "Tiu· :\fdr:a111 i11 nmzil: (S,lo l',t11lu: 

( :rnllp:inlii,1 Editma :'\:l('ional. 19:,2\ "Ji11a H,idrig11cs, J;,11,i111i.S111ejitichiste du w?c_,;n:1 cle 
lfo/1i11 ,Tiu· Fcti1/,i,/ic A1ti111i111t of lfohirm Blacks, (Bahia: Bn'sil Heis, 19001; Cilli('rlo 

i"rcvrc and H"drigw·s dl' Can;;ll,o, t'ds., NuPos e,t11dos 11/i··o-hrasileiros 1ug11111/o /01110: 

Tm/){Jflws f/Jll't'Wllfar/111 fl/I J. cougreso ufi·o-hrasilt'iro do Recifi, (Xew Afi'l1-Brnzili1111 

Studies. Vof. /l: \Vorks l'rnrntecl at the Finl Afro-Bm:dlim, Co11f,m'1tce in l{ecifi,;, vol.,, 

i Hio rlc Janeiro: Ci, iliza9iio Brnsilcira, 1937): Oliveira \'ianna, Hara e n1.1imi/111;1fo· Os 

pm/J/rnu11 du nu;a; Os ]!rohlcn,as da {ls1imi/r/f;iio (/{{l(;c rmd Assi11tilatio11: Prohlcm.1· ofB.11n·: 
l'mble,m, ofA11·i111il11ti11n' (Siio l'aulo: Comp,mhia Editora :\acio11al. 19321; Oliveira Via11ua. 

f1l.111io1 i11edi101· (l.'1tp11hlisl,ed Essays) (Carnpinas: Editora cb t:nicarnp, ll)LJl/; Olilt'ira 

Vianna. Fwlur:r7o du JIOt'U hmsildm (Fi:olutiun of the lfra~i/im1 /'eop/,·). 211d f'd. i.Sfln Paulo: 

Con1pa11hi:1 Editor;\ :'IJ,t<-ional, ll),'l;J!; Oli,·,·irn Viau11a, Pm/,1,•nws de politi,·11 ohje!'fii:11 

:Prohl,·111s in Ohj,·1'lir1• Politin) (.Sao Palllo: ( :ornp:rnhia Editor,1 l\acional, 1930). On 

(llivt>ira \'ia1111a a11d 011,n racial "s,·ienti.11.1," seP J,eitP, 0 rnniter 11aci,m,,I hr,,sileim: Jo,lo 

()llarti111 d,· l\lora,·s ,111d Elide· Rngai Bastos, CJ pcns11n1c1do de Oliwim \ 'iaruw (T!tc 

'[/wug!tt o(Oli1eiru \'iruuw) (Carnpinas: Editora da L:nicamp, 1993); Nec-ddl, "llistorv, 

lb,·e, and ilHc' Slate"; Ca11lfipld, "Har;;a, sevi e <·asanw11io": Stepan, The llo11ro(E1tgrnics; 

Scdirth. "Constrni11do a 11a,;'10." Kc,· early Afro-flra/.ilianist ll'orks includ" ~fanucl <)ucrn10, 

C:,,,t1rn,n africm,01· 110 Brasil (Africm, rn,tou1s i11 Brn:il) (Rio de Janeiro: Civiliz;t,:[10 

llrasikira, 193S>: E<lisrn1 C:u1H'irn. Hvligi6cs rn:gm,·: Xotf/S riv ,,f,,ogmjia r,,ligio.111 (Black 

Heligi,111s . .Yotr·s 011 Hc/igious Et/11,of.'_rajlhyl ,Rio de Janeiro: Cilili,.,«Jio Brasileirn, 1936); 

l\l:irio d,· A11drnd,'. f11sai,1 10/iff 11t111·irn /Jrn1ill'im U~.1·111y on Brn:ilirnt .Husic) (Silo Paulo: 

Br.1sil 1. C:l1i,1r.1to ,, Cia .. 192SI; rJ,, ,\/\(lratk, Co111;i<'//dio de l,i1'/orio rla 1111.isirn 

((\m,jll'llfli11111 0(1/,r· lfiston; of,\lusic' iS:lo J':,ulo: Br,tsil I C:l,i.irato e C:iit .. l\J"i'l': de 
Andrade. ''.\t'al11J\g;tdos l\larncati'1s·· 'Tl><' C1l11ng,1oftl", \lar"cat11s··1, il\ Estudos 

r~fro-hnh·ileiros. Tr<1holhos opn's<'lt{rulos <fO 10 C:urt5.!_n''•Su t~f}~u-hras:i/dro re111tido JH, H..t'ciJ;, 

,·u1 1,93+ c,d. Cillinto Freyrp (Hio r!P Ja1wiro: AriPl, 19:);;). 

62. Pattl'c to Schon,l>urg, April 27, 1937, Sdm\lllmrg papers, \llicrofil111 collection, reel ;;, 1:32. 

See also Pattee lo Sehornh11rg. Fd1rnary Lf, 1937; J11ne 1, 1937; April 1, 11n8; "List of Books 

on Brazil i11 thP 125th Strn,t Br:mt·h," all in Schomburg papers, microfil111 collt>ction. rt>el 5, 

132-:38. Marcos Chor \faio notes H,rn1os·s ,·onb1ct "with tlic \forth A111eri('a11 ac,".le\llic 

scenario of the ·:,os and '-,os, thrnugh courses, lectures, corrcspondcm·e 11·ith f :'IJorth I 
.\/1\('rican ,cl,ol!ln· [in l•:11glish i11 the original] (\lclvill" il<'rskol'its, l ,cwis !Lmkc. Donal,] 

P1,-rsrn1. R11t.l, Lmdl's. T. T., S111ith :<11d otl1crs.i. hook puhlie:tti011, ;1rtii'lc,s iujournals :n,d 

allthologi<'.I am! rcYir:11, I or su11111iari,·s] of tlwir work i11 :\ortl1 A111crica11 scil'ntilic 

p11blic,1t1011s ·· ( :hor \laio, "() diJlog:o cntrc Arthllf Harnos e Costa Pinto: Dos est11dos 

,1fro-l,msileirm ,1 ·sodolo;.;i,.,H;C,o da ,mtropologia'" :.''Th,· di:ilog1w lwt11ee11 Arthllf Ha111ns 

alld Costa l'into: Fro111 Afru-13rnzilim1 Studies to thl' ·socialization of Authropolog:v· "), in 

lrlc!lis de 1norl,•rnid,1rlc ,, .1ociologia 1w llmsil: Ensaios sohrc L11i: ell' Agui"r Coslfl Finto 

([dcl/s of .\f,,,J,•miil/ ,md Sor:iology in /)rn:.i/. Essmr1 oil Lui: d,· :\g11i11r C:os/11 Pi11tul. Pd. 

Cl,or ~foio ,rnd ClalH:ia Vilbs Bt,as (Rio d,, Janeiro: Editorn da TJnil'<·rsidad,· Fcdnal do Rio 

( :rand,· do Sn\, 1999). 210···· ll. Sec also Mark Ifralv. "'The Swed .\latriarcl1y oi' Bahi,i': Huth 

I ,,llldes' Etlmogrnphy of Race :,nd {;pndt>r," l)iposilio!t1 50 (20001: S7-11G. 

G:,. Tlii., history ,,xplains ,0111c of diaspora stndius· llll(k•rcrnphasis ou thl' P:,,·ific, not<.'d in 

Kl'li<'y ,1ml l'allcrson, "l 'nfinislwd rvhgrntions.'' 

fi+ J. Lm,rnd \I.,to1Y. ·'Th,· E11glisl1 l'rofr 0 ssors of Brazil: 011 ihl' \)iasporic Hoots of tltt-: Y"rnl,a 

J\ati<l11.· Cn1111111m/11 e Studies i11 Sor:ii:11; 111,rl /-list on; -,1 I 1999): 72.- H\3 
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65. :\lelville llerskm it.s, The Alyth of tlw Negm Past ( 1()41; Boston: Beawn, 1990), 16-17. 91. 

220--21; llersk<ll·its, "Rqlort of Field Work in Brazil. 1941-1942 ... t\Iehille J. [krskm·its 

papers, S<'rit'S 35/b, box 20, !<,Ider 15 ("Hocktddlcr Fo11ndation. H);)O 19+2"), \'orth1H:st(Tll 

\:11i1·,·rsil1 :\rchh·,·s. l':v,mslo11, II.: llcrskm·its. "Pcs,1111sas <'lnol6gicas na Fhl,ia" 

"Etl111ologi< Ht:Sl',uct, in Bahi,t"i. Puh/i/'/1\'lto do .\f1.1s1·11 d11 H11/1ill U'u/1/ic11tio11 of tlie 

,\luw:uu, of J,11/1i11': ;) l HJ4;\i: Herskovits. ''Tl1c Soutli,·rn111ost Outposts of\'('\\' World 

:\friurnisins,". \nwrirnn. \ulhropoio{!,isl 45 l 194:3): 495-5rn; I !t,rskovits, · 0 nq~ro do nmo 

1n1111do ,·orno ,1ssu11to para pesquisas cieutfficas" ("Tl1e \'<'groin tl1e ]\('w \\'orld as a 
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